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FLAGSHIP TITLES

WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2021
Data for Better Lives

By the World Bank

WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT                    

February 2021. 350 pages. Stock no. 
C211600  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1600-0). US$53.95.

The unprecedented growth of data and its ubiquity in our daily lives signal that 
the digital revolution is transforming the world. But despite this growth, much 
of the value of data remains untapped, waiting to be realized. Data collected 
for one particular purpose has the potential to generate economic value in 
applications far beyond those originally anticipated. However, many barriers 
stand in the way of such beneficial reuse of data, ranging from misaligned 
incentives and incompatible data systems to a fundamental lack of trust.   

World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives will explore the 
tremendous potential of the changing data landscape not only to improve the 
lives of poor people, but also to open back doors that can harm individuals, 
businesses, and societies. The first part of the report assesses how better use and 
reuse of data can enhance the design of public policies, programs, and service 
delivery, as well as improve market efficiency and job creation through private 
sector growth. The second part of the report focuses on issues of governance, 
law, policy, and infrastructure that can help realize data’s potential benefits 
while safeguarding against harmful outcomes. By examining these opportunities 
and challenges, the report aims to show how data can benefit the lives of poor 
people in low- and middle-income countries. 

Overview      

Part 1. Landscape and Opportunities   

Chapter 1. Introduction 

Chapter 2.  Data for Public Policy 

Chapter 3.  Data for Private Purposes

Chapter 4.  Data Synergies

Part 2. Realizing the Opportunities  

Chapter 5. Infrastructure Challenges

Chapter 6.  Legal and Regulatory Challenges 

Chapter 7.  Economic Policy Challenges

Chapter 8.  Data Governance Challenges

Chapter 9.  Agenda for Action

ALSO AVAILABLE IN HARDCOVER
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

DOING BUSINESS 2021
By the World Bank

DOING BUSINESS                    
October 2020. 146 pages. Stock no. 
C211592 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1592-8). 
US$43.00. 

Doing Business 2021 is the 18th in a series of annual studies investigating 
the regulations that enhance business activity and those that constrain it. It 
provides quantitative indicators covering 11 areas of the business environment 
in 191 economies. 

Doing Business is founded on the principle that economic activity benefits from 
clear rules: rules that allow voluntary exchanges between economic actors, set 
out strong property rights, facilitate the resolution of commercial disputes, and 
provide contractual partners with protections against arbitrariness and abuse. 
Such rules are much more effective in promoting growth and development 
when they are efficient, transparent, and accessible to those for whom they 
are intended. 

Doing Business captures several important dimensions of the regulatory 
environment affecting domestic firms. It provides quantitative indicators on 
regulation for starting a business, dealing with construction permits, getting 
electricity, registering property, getting credit, protecting minority investors, 
paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts, and resolving 
insolvency. More than 48,000 professionals in 191 economies have assisted in 
providing the data that inform the Doing Business indicators.

Overview Tackling burdensome regulation

Chapter 1.  About Doing Business

Chapter 2. The effects of business regulation

Chapter 3. Removing obstacles to entrepreneurship

Chapter 4. Employing workers

Chapter 5. Contracting with the government

Chapter 6. Ease of doing business score and ease of doing  

 business ranking

Chapter 7. Summaries of Doing Business reforms 

Chapter 8. References
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

POVERTY AND SHARED PROSPERITY 2020
Reversing Reversals of Fortune

By the World Bank

POVERTY AND SHARED PROSPERITY                    
October 2020. 180 pages. Stock no. 
C211602  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1602-4). US$43.00. 

Previous Poverty and Shared Prosperity reports have conveyed the difficult 
message that the world is not on track to meet the global goal of reducing 
extreme poverty to 3 percent by 2030. This edition brings the unwelcome news 
that COVID-19, along with conflict and climate change, has not merely slowed 
global poverty reduction but reversed it for first time in over twenty years. With 
COVID-19 predicted to push up to 100 million additional people into extreme 
poverty in 2020, trends in global poverty rates will be set back at least three 
years over the next decade. Today, 40 percent of the global poor live in fragile 
or conflict-affected situations, a share that could reach two-thirds by 2030. 
Multiple effects of climate change could drive an estimated 65 to 129 million 
people into poverty in the same period.

“Reversing the reversal” will require responding effectively to COVID-19, 
conflict, and climate change while not losing focus on the challenges that most 
poor people continue to face most of the time. Though these are distinctive 
types of challenges, there is much to be learned from the initial response to 
COVID-19 that has broader implications for development policy and practice, 
just as decades of addressing more familiar development challenges yield 
insights that can inform responses to today’s unfamiliar but daunting ones. 
Solving novel problems requires rapid learning, open cooperation, and strategic 
coordination by everyone: from political leaders and scientists to practitioners 
and citizens.

Overview

Introduction Global Goals, Shared Problems, Negotiated Solutions

Chapter 1. Monitoring Global Poverty

Chapter 2.  Shared Prosperity: Monitoring Inclusive Growth 

Chapter 3.  Key Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Global Poor: Their Vulnerability to Conflict and Climate Risks

Chapter 4.  Navigating Tough Terrain: Sound Principles, Good Maps, Adaptive Learning
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS, JUNE 2020
By the World Bank Group

GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS                    

June 2020. 238 pages. Stock no. C211553  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1553-9). US$35.00. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has, with alarming speed, dealt a heavy blow to 
an already-weak global economy, which is expected to slide into its deepest 
recession since the Second World War, despite unprecedented policy support. 
The global recession will be deeper if countries take longer to bring the 
pandemic under control, if financial stress triggers defaults, or if there are 
protracted effects on households and firms. Economic disruptions are likely to 
be more severe and protracted in emerging market and developing economies 
with larger domestic outbreaks and weaker medical care systems; greater 
exposure to international spillovers through trade, tourism, and commodity 
and financial markets; weaker macroeconomic frameworks; and more pervasive 
informality and poverty. Beyond the current steep economic contraction, the 
pandemic is likely to leave lasting scars on the global economy by undermining 
consumer and investor confidence, human capital, and global value chains. 
Being mostly a reflection of the recent plunge in global energy demand, low oil 
prices are unlikely to provide much of a boost to global growth in the near term. 
While policy makers’ immediate priorities are to address the health crisis and 
moderate the short-term economic losses, the likely long-term consequences 
of the pandemic highlight the need to forcefully undertake comprehensive 
reform programs to improve the fundamental drivers of economic growth, 
once the crisis abates.

Global Economic Prospects is a World Bank Group Flagship Report that 
examines global economic developments and prospects, with a special focus 
on emerging market and developing economies, on a semiannual basis (in 
January and June). The January edition includes in-depth analyses of topical 
policy challenges faced by these economies, while the June edition contains 
shorter analytical pieces.

ALSO FORTHCOMING 
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

PURCHASING POWER PARITIES AND THE SIZE OF WORLD 
ECONOMIES
Results from the 2017 International Comparison Program

By the World Bank Group

July 2020. 120 pages. Stock no. 
C211530 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1530-0). 
US$45.00. 

The International Comparison Program (ICP) is a worldwide statistical initiative 
led by the World Bank under the auspices of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission. It produces comparable price and volume measures of gross 
domestic product (GDP) and its expenditure aggregates across economies. 
Through a partnership with international, regional, subregional and national 
agencies, the ICP collects price data and GDP expenditures to estimate 
purchasing power parities (PPPs) for the world's economies. This report provides 
ICP results for the benchmark year 2017 and revised results for earlier years. 

ICP data are used for socioeconomic analyses by researchers, academics, and 
policy makers at the national and international levels, and by organizations such 
as the European Union, the International Monetary Fund, the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, the United Nations, and the World 
Bank. Notably, PPPs and ICP data are used in indicators monitoring progress 
towards eight goals of the United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the World Bank's international poverty lines, and the construction 
of the Human Development Index by the United Nations, among others. The use 
of PPPs continues to grow and the ICP website (icp.worldbank.org) lists many 
applications of the data by the development community, academia, media, and 
others.

Chapter 1. Overview of main findings 

Chapter 2. ICP 2017 results 

Chapter 3. Purchasing power parities and real expenditures

Chapter 4. Governance and organization

Chapter 5. Methodology 

Chapter 6. Looking forward
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

THE FIFTH GENERATION OF MOBILE TECHNOLOGY
5G as an Opportunity to Leapfrog Development

By Je Myung Ryu, Maria Claudia Pachon, Natalija Gelvanovska-Garcia, Zhijun William Zhang, Kay Kim, and Niccolo Comini

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE                    

December 2020. 200 pages. Stock no. 
C211604  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1604-8). US$48.50. 

The global race for 5G has seen countries riding a new wave of wireless 
technology. 5G is the next-generation mobile communication technology, 
which enables a different level of performance and innovative applications 
from the 4G mobile communication that is currently in use by most people in 
the world. A global commercial launch is expected this year.

For some countries, 5G services may seem to be in a distant future; for others, 
they are the initiation into the Fourth Industrial Revolution. With estimated 
economic value of $12.3 trillion in global economic output and the addition 
of 20 million jobs to the global economy by 2035, 5G has the potential for 
immense impact on job creation, productivity, and competitiveness. When fully 
implemented, the disruptive potential of 5G threatens to make irreversible the 
digital divide between early and late adopters. 

Should countries that have yet to turn off 3G services be concerned? Emerging 
markets have unique characteristics that set them apart from frontier 
economies: rapid growth in mobile connectivity, nascent markets for fixed 
infrastructure, and a younger population. These factors are poised to increase 
adoption of mobile broadband and demand for better connection and services. 
In other words, 5G may be a powerful force that will help countries leapfrog 
technologies and accelerate towards meeting their Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

If so, what are the necessary steps for developing countries to successfully ride the 5G wave at the opportune moment? 
The potential dual nature of the impact of 5G on developing countries calls for an accurate diagnosis of its implications. 
This report explores the latest innovation in wireless technology, the tremendous opportunities that could be reaped from 
adopting 5G, the costs and challenges associated with 5G, and policy considerations for developing countries that wish to 
most effectively deploy and utilize the 5G network. 

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

The Sustainable Infrastructure series covers a wide range of policy topics relating to network infrastructure services, 
including energy, multimodal transportation, information and communication technologies and digital development, 
water and sanitation, and urban and rural infrastructure, as well as irrigation and flood management.
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

GOING VIRAL
COVID-19 and the Accelerated Transformation of Jobs in Latin America and the Caribbean

By Guillermo Beylis, Roberto Fattal Jaef, Rishabh Sinha, Michael Morris, and Ashwini Rekha Sebastian

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN 
STUDIES                    
September 2020. 108 pages. Stock no. 
C211448  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1448-8). US$39.95. 

The economic impact of COVID-19 is unprecedented in size and scope. It has 
quickly evolved from a health emergency into an employment crisis. It also 
has far-reaching implications for workers beyond the immediate employment 
effects, as it most likely has accelerated the transformation process of jobs that 
had already started in the Latin American and Caribbean region and the world. 

This book focuses on three important prepandemic trends observed in the 
region—namely, premature deindustrialization, servicification of the economy, 
and task automation—that were significantly changing the labor market 
landscape in the region and that have been accelerated by the crisis. Although 
there is still uncertainty about the economic impacts of COVID-19, policy makers 
need to start planning for a rapidly evolving future that will come sooner than 
expected. A strong focus on productivity, technology development and adoption, 
and training in relevant skills will be key to adapting and taking advantage of 
the new opportunities in the postpandemic world. Importantly, the accelerated 
transformation of jobs calls for a rethinking of labor regulations and social 
protection policies geared towards wage earners employed in the formal sector 
of the economy. 

The three trends identified in Going Viral, the effects of the pandemic itself, and 
the growing reliance on electronic platforms raise doubts that wage employment 
will increase substantially in the coming years. At the same time, earnings and 
transactions processed through electronic platforms are more visible to the authorities, bringing an opportunity to increase 
tax revenue and social security contributions. Flexible regulation of the emerging forms of work in a way that encourages 
employment, supports formalization, and expands the coverage of social protection to larger segments of the population will 
be of utmost importance for policy makers preparing for a new and changed world.

FLAGSHIP TITLES

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN STUDIES

This regional flagship series features major development reports from the Latin America and Caribbean region unit 
of the World Bank. They aim to enrich the debate on the major development challenges and opportunities the region 
faces as it strives to meet the evolving needs of its people. Titles in this series undergo extensive internal and external 
review.
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FLAGSHIP TITLES

BOOSTING PRODUCTIVITY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
By Cesar Calderon

November 2020. 120 pages. Stock no. 
C211550  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1550-8). US$39.95. 

The rising concentration of extreme poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa over the 
past quarter century can be attributed to the fact that economic growth has 
been slow, productivity levels and the contribution of total factor productivity 
to growth is still low, and growth has not been inclusive enough to put a big 
dent in poverty. What explains the dismal performance on labor productivity 
in Sub-Saharan Africa compared with the rest of the developing world? This 
report argues that first, physical capital is scarce and economic activities in the 
region have low capital intensity relative to other regions. Second, although 
human capital levels were relatively similar in Sub-Saharan Africa relative to 
a group of East Asian Pacific countries in 1960, insufficient investment and 
poor outcomes led not only to relatively lower levels but also low quality of 
human capital. Finally, scarce resources compounded by the inefficiencies in 
their allocation across productive units (with different levels of productivity) 
translates into low (aggregate) labor productivity.

Sub-Saharan Africa needs policies to boost productivity across all sectors of 
economic activity and, especially, in those sectors where most poor people 
make their living. The region needs policies that improve productivity in the 
agriculture sector, foster rural development, and create jobs for the youth who 
are joining the labor force. 

ALSO AVAILABLE
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CONVERGENCE
Five Critical Steps toward Integrating Lagging and Leading Areas in the Middle East and 
North Africa

By Somik V. Lall and Ayah Mahgoub

February 2020. 214 pages. Stock no. 
C211450 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1450-1). 
US$45.00. 

Policy makers across the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) have for many 
years articulated plans to integrate their people spatially and economically. 
Wishing to bring communities together and narrow economic gaps, governments 
have made large capital investments in transport corridors and “new cities.” 
Hoping to provide jobs in places with little economic activity, governments 
have designated new industrial zones supported by spatially targeted business 
incentives.

Yet the results of these place-based initiatives in MENA are limited. The 
disparities between capital cities and lagging areas, and between richer and 
poorer quarters of cities, remain stark. Across much of the region, a fortunate 
few are connected to opportunity, while many more people are marginal to the 
formal economy—or live outside it, seemingly forgotten. Why have place-based 
spatial initiatives in MENA countries largely underdelivered, not yielding more 
sustainable jobs and growth? Although the challenges vary across the region, 
this book explains that many of these place-based policies get one thing wrong: 
they attempt to treat inequity‘s spatial and physical symptoms, not its causes.

This book presents the five roots causes of spatial inequity institutional 
inefficiencies across MENA—urban regulatory frictions, credentialist education 
systems, centralized control over local public services, barriers to the spatial 
mobility of goods and people, and barriers to market entry and lopsided business 
environments—within cities, within countries, and across national borders. 

ALSO AVAILABLE

FLAGSHIP TITLES
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FEATURED TITLES

INTERNATIONAL DEBT STATISTICS 2021
By the World Bank

INTERNATIONAL DEBT 
STATISTICS                 

October 2020. 186 pages. 
Stock no. C211610
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1610-9). 
US$43.00.

International Debt Statistics (IDS) is a long-standing annual publication of the World 
Bank featuring external debt statistics and analysis for the 123 low- and middle-
income countries that report to the World Bank Debt Reporting System (DRS). The 
content coverage of IDS 2021 includes:

1) A user guide describing the IDS tables and content, definitions and rationale 
for country and income groupings, data notes, and the additional resources and 
comprehensive data sets available to users online. 

2) A brief overview analyzing global trends in debt stocks and debt flows to low- and 
middle-income countries within the framework of aggregate capital flows (debt and 
equity). 

3) Tables and charts detailing debtor and creditor composition of debt stock and 
flows, volume and terms of new commitments, maturity structure of future debt 
service payments, and debt burdens, measured in relation to GNI and export earnings 
for each country.

4) 0ne-page summaries per country, plus global, regional, and income-group 
aggregates showing debt stocks and flows, relevant debt indicators, and metadata.

WOMEN, BUSINESS AND THE LAW 2020
By the World Bank Group

WOMEN, BUSINESS AND THE 
LAW                    
June 2020. 76 pages.  
Stock no. C211532  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1532-4). 
US$39.95. 

Women, Business and the Law 2020, the sixth edition in a series, analyzes laws 
and regulations affecting women's economic inclusion in 190 economies. The 
Women, Business and the Law Index, composed of eight indicators structured around 
women's interactions with the law as they begin, progress through, and end their 
careers, aligns different areas of the law with the economic decisions women make 
at various stages of their lives. The indicators are Mobility, Workplace, Pay, Marriage, 
Parenthood, Entrepreneurship, Assets, and Pension.

The report updates all indicators as of September 1, 2019, and builds evidence around 
the linkages between legal gender equality and women's economic inclusion. By 
examining the economic decisions women make as they go through different stages 
of their working lives and the pace of reforms over the past two years, Women, 
Business and the Law makes an important contribution to research and policy 
discussions about the state of women's economic opportunities and empowerment. 
While celebrating the progress made, the data and analysis emphasize the work still 
to be done to ensure economic empowerment for all.
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FEATURED TITLES

HUMAN CAPITAL 2020
Index Update and Protecting Human Capital from Negative Shocks

By the World Bank 

September 2020. 100 pages.  
Stock no. C211552  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1552-2). 
US$35.00.

This report presents an update to the Human Capital Index (HCI), using the most 
recent health and education data available as of 2020. It documents new evidence 
on trends over time in the HCI, examples of success, and new analytical work on 
utilization of human capital, as well as a primer on the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
potential impact on human capital. 

COVID-19 is taking a tremendous toll on lives and economies. Disruptions in supply 
chains and the lockdowns that have been enacted to stave off contagion are putting 
hardship on families' incomes. Coupled with disruptions in basic health services and 
school closures, these repercussions of COVID shocks are likely to have a significant 
impact on the human capital accumulation process in both the short and long run. 
HCI 2020 data were collected before the onset of COVID-19 and can act as a baseline 
for tracking the effects of COVID-19 on health and education outcomes, as policy 
makers consider how best to protect human capital from the shocks generated by the 
pandemic.

STATE OF ECONOMIC INCLUSION REPORT 2020
By the World Bank 

October 2020. 200 pages.  
Stock no. C211598  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1598-0). 
US$48.50.

Although poverty rates have seen a spectacular decline over the past two decades, 
the benefits have been distributed unevenly across countries. An estimated 736 
million people still live in extreme poverty. The share of the global poor living in 
fragile and conflict-affected countries increased from 14% in 2008 to 23% in 2015 
and is expected to increase to 50% by 2030. While pro-poor economic growth has 
been critical in driving overall poverty reduction, it is not automatically inclusive and 
does not always translate into improvements in household living standards among 
the poorest. In recent years there has been increased attention to understanding how 
households accumulate assets and increase their productivity and earning potential.

State of Economic Inclusion Report 2020 will provide a global assessment the 
coverage of economic inclusion programs that reach the extreme poor and vulnerable 
and help identify emerging lessons in how economic inclusion is being framed as part 
of the overall development dialogue. 

The report will seek to address several high-level questions on the existing scale of 
economic inclusion, the nature of coverage, main commonalities and adaptations, 
poverty segments, and current evidence on outcomes and costs.
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FEATURED TITLES

WOMEN AND TRADE
The Role of Trade in Promoting Gender Equality

By the World Bank Group and the World Trade Organization

August 2020. 206 pages.  
Stock no. C211541  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1541-6). 
US$39.95. 

Trade can dramatically improve women's lives, creating new jobs, enhancing 
consumer choice, and increasing women's bargaining power in society. Trade can also 
lead to job losses and a concentration of work in lower-skilled employment. Given 
the complexity and specificity of the relationship between trade and gender, it is of 
upmost importance to assess the potential impact of trade policy on both women and 
men and to develop appropriate, evidence-based responses and policies to ensure 
that trade contributes to enhancing opportunities for all. 

Research on gender equality and trade has been held back by limited data and a 
lack of understanding of the connections between the economic roles women play 
as workers, consumers, and decision makers. Building on new analysis and new sex-
disaggregated data, this report aims to advance understanding of the relationship 
between trade and gender equality and to identify a series of opportunities through 
which women can gain from trade.

GLOBAL WAVES OF DEBT
Causes and Consequences

By M. Ayhan Kose, Peter Nagle, Franziska Ohnsorge, and Naotaka Sugawara

December 2020. 426 pages.  
Stock no. C211544  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1544-7). 
US$55.00.

The global economy has experienced four waves of rapid debt accumulation over the 
past 50 years. The first three debt waves ended with financial crises in many emerging 
market and developing economies. During the current wave, which started in 2010, 
the increase in debt in these economies has already been larger, faster, and broader 
based than in the previous three waves. 

Current low interest rates mitigate some of the risks associated with high debt. 
However, emerging market and developing economies are also confronted by weak 
growth prospects, mounting vulnerabilities, and elevated global risks. A menu of 
policy options is available to reduce the likelihood that the current debt wave will 
end in crisis and, if crises do occur, to alleviate their impact.
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FEATURED TITLES

GLOBAL PRODUCTIVITY
Trends, Drivers, and Policies

Edited by Alistair Dieppe

October 2020. 470 pages. Stock 
no. C211608 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1608-6). US$59.50

Productivity growth is the foundation of lasting income growth and poverty reduction: 
Poverty declined in emerging market and developing economies (EMDEs) with the 
fastest pace of productivity growth between 1981 and 2015, and rose in EMDEs with 
the lowest pace. A broad-based slowdown in productivity growth has been underway. 

Productivity levels in EMDEs remain less than 20 percent of the advanced-economy 
average and are just 2 percent in low-income countries. Factors contributing to the 
productivity deceleration include smaller gains from sectoral reallocation, a slowdown 
in improvements in many drivers of productivity growth, and an increase in the 
frequency of adverse shocks.

A DECADE AFTER THE GLOBAL RECESSION
Lessons and Challenges for Emerging and Developing Economies

Edited by M. Ayhan Kose and Franziska Ohnsorge

October 2020. 426 pages.  
Stock no. C211527  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1527-0). 
US$55.00.

Although emerging market and developing economies (EMDEs) weathered the global 
recession a decade ago relatively well, they now appear less well placed to cope 
with the substantial downside risks facing the global economy. In many EMDEs, the 
room for monetary and fiscal policies to respond to shocks has eroded; underlying 
growth potential has slowed; and the momentum for improving policy frameworks, 
institutions, and business climates seems to have slackened.

The experience of the 2008 global recession highlights once again the critical role of 
policy in shielding economic activity during adverse shocks, and the subsequent decade 
of anemic growth underlines the need for sound policy frameworks, institutions, and 
business environments to promote sustained growth. With the global growth outlook 
weakening and vulnerabilities rising, the policy priority for EMDEs now is to improve 
their resilience to shocks and lift long-term growth prospects.



14 www.worldbank.org/publications • books@worldbank.org WORLD BANK PUBLICATIONS AND ePRODUCTS

PRIVATE SECTOR

MAKING IT BIG
Why Developing Countries Need More Large Firms

By Andrea Ciani, Marie Caitriona Hyland, Nona Karalashvili, Jennifer L. Keller, Alexandros Ragoussis, and Trang Thu Tran

September 2020. 140 pages. Stock 
no. C211557 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1557-7). US$39.95.

Firms of different sizes play different roles in organized markets and societies. This 
report focuses on the particular role that larger firms—firms with 100 employees 
or more—play in this ecosystem. It shows that larger firms in developing countries 
have distinct features that set them apart from the rest. These features are closely 
associated with productivity advantages—their ability not only to lower costs of 
production through economies of scale and scope, but also to invest in quality and 
reach demand. These distinct features of large firms translate into improved outcomes 
for their owners as well as for workers and smaller enterprises in their value chains. 

The report shows that four types of sponsors are often behind large firms: foreign 
firms creating new affiliates, domestic sponsors having experience with other large 
firms, governments, and entrepreneurs. Growth paths of large firms also show 
that distinguishing features of large firms are often in place from the time they 
are established. Therefore, supporting small firms in growing large is one means 
for creating large firms, but not sufficient on its own. To fill the “missing top,” 
governments should support the creation of new large firms from different sources, 
improve market contestability, and address operational barriers that disproportionally 
affect larger firms.

GLOBAL INVESTMENT COMPETITIVENESS REPORT 2019/2020
Rebuilding Investor Confidence in Times of Uncertainty

By the World Bank Group

June 2020. 232 pages. Stock no. 
C211536 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1536-2). 
US$39.95. 

Global Investment Competitiveness Report 2019/2020 provides novel analytical 
insights, empirical evidence, and actionable recommendations for governments 
seeking to rebuild investor confidence in times of uncertainty. It focuses on the role 
of foreign direct investment (FDI) in alleviating the impact of the COVID-19 crisis and 
boosting countries’ economic resilience. It highlights FDI’s contributions to providing 
a critical source of external finance, creating jobs, lifting people out of poverty, and 
raising productivity. 

The report presents results of a survey of more than 2,400 business executives 
representing multinational corporations in 10 large developing countries: Brazil, China, 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Thailand, Turkey, and Vietnam. Results of 
the survey, as well as the report’s new global database of regulatory risk, highlight 
the critical role of government actions in reducing investor risk and increasing policy 
predictability for rebuilding investor confidence. The report also assesses the impact 
of FDI on poverty, inequality, employment, and business performance using firm- and 
household-level evidence from various countries. 
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CONFLICT AND DEVELOPMENT

VIOLENCE WITHOUT BORDERS
The Internationalization of Crime and Conflict

By the World Bank 

POLICY RESEARCH REPORTS                    

June 2020. 144 pages. Stock no. 
C211452 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1452-5). US$39.95. 

Like nearly every aspect of human experience, crime, conflict, and violence have 
become increasingly global. Around the world, civil wars, of which there are more 
today than at any time since the end of World War II, displace greater numbers of 
people ever farther from their countries of origin. Transnational terrorism has reached 
a 50-year high, in terms of both its incidence and the number of reported fatalities. 
Cross-border criminal markets—illicit drugs, human trafficking, wildlife trade, and so 
forth—take a heavy toll on the many societies they affect.

This Policy Research Report, Violence without Borders: The Internationalization of 
Crime and Conflict, offers a unified framework for taking stock of the theoretical 
and empirical literature on crime, conflict, and violence and for discussing how the 
international community organizes itself to address security as a regional and global 
public good. The increasingly global effects of crime and conflict require an equally 
global response to violence. 

FRAGILITY AND CONFLICT
On the Front Lines of the Fight against Poverty

By Paul Corral, Alexander Irwin, Nandini Krishnan, Daniel Gerszon Mahler, and Tara Vishwanath

March 2020. 112 pages.  
Stock no. C211540  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1540-9). 
US$39.95. 

Fragility and conflict pose a critical threat to the global goal of ending extreme poverty. 
Between 1990 and 2015, successful development strategies reduced the proportion 
of the world's people living in extreme poverty from 36 to 10 percent. But in many 
fragile and conflict-affected situations (FCS), poverty is stagnating or getting worse.

The number of people living in proximity to conflict has nearly doubled worldwide 
since 2007. In the Middle East and North Africa, one in five people now lives in such 
conditions. The number of forcibly displaced persons worldwide has also more than 
doubled in the same period, exceeding 70 million in 2017. If current trends continue, 
by the end of 2020, the number of extremely poor people living in economies affected 
by fragility and conflict will exceed the number of poor people in all other settings 
combined.

This book shows why addressing fragility and conflict is vital for poverty goals and 
charts directions for action. It presents new estimates of welfare in FCS, filling gaps 
in previous knowledge, and analyzes the multidimensional nature of poverty in these 
settings. It shows that data deprivation in FCS has prevented an accurate global 
picture of fragility, poverty, and their interactions, and it explains how innovative new 
measurement strategies are tackling these challenges.
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ENVIRONMENT

CHANGING WEALTH OF NATIONS 2020
From Accounting to Managing Wealth

By the World Bank 

October 2020. 250 pages.  
Stock no. C211590  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1590-4). 
US$48.50. 

Wealth, measured comprehensively, consists of five categories of assets:  produced 
capital and urban land, fossil fuels and minerals, renewable natural capital, human 
capital, and net foreign assets. Sustained growth over the long term requires 
investment in this broad portfolio of assets. 

Changing Wealth of Nations 2020 firmly establishes wealth as a measure of 
sustainability and seeks to (i) expand the coverage and quality of wealth accounts 
to fill the most urgent data gaps in renewable natural capital, produced capital, and 
comparing cross-country well-being; (ii) inform wealth management through policy 
analysis and diagnostics using wealth accounting at country and sector levels; and 
(iii) make wealth accounts more accessible and easy to use.

The report applies wealth accounts to analytics for three areas of major policy 
concern: the linkages between natural capital and human capital, climate change, 
and sustainability. It will advance understanding of these three policy areas and the 
measurement tools for monitoring and addressing them.

HIDDEN DIMENSIONS OF POVERTY
Natural Resources and the Environment

By Carter Brandon, and Harun Dogo

ENVIRONMENT AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT                    
December 2020. 250 pages.  
Stock no. C211246  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1246-0). 
US$45.00. 

This report focuses on the impact of environmental degradation on the poorest 
and the sustainability of the economic development model. The global pattern of 
development observed over the past 25 years has yielded impressive returns but has 
come at a high cost of environmental degradation. Yet we find that the environmental 
costs of development are disproportionately borne by the extreme poor and that the 
changing quality of local natural capital plays a determining role in the process of 
poverty reduction. Importantly, regardless of the definition of sustainability used, the 
historical model of development does not appear to be sustainable in the poorest 
areas of the world. 

Therefore, achieving the World Bank's poverty goals in a sustainable manner will 
require more aggressive policy changes than are commonly appreciated. No single 
set of policy recommendations can apply for all countries, as decoupling economic 
and poverty alleviation growth from environmental damages depends on the country 
context. Still, one truism does apply to all countries: the Twin Goals of poverty 
alleviation and shared prosperity simply cannot be achieved in an economy and 
environment that are unsustainable. Maintaining the sustainable use of natural 
capital and healthy ecosystems is a fundamental part of what countries need to 
achieve the Twin Goals. 
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ENERGY

DIVERSIFICATION AND COOPERATION IN A 
DECARBONIZING WORLD
Climate Strategies for Fossil Fuel-Dependent Countries

By Grzegorz Peszko, Dominique van der Mensbrugghe, Alexander Golub, John Ward, Dimitri Zenghelis, Cor Marijs, Anne Schopp, John 
Rogers, and Amelia Midgley

CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
DEVELOPMENT                    
July 2020. 150 pages.  
Stock no. C211340  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1340-5). 
US$39.95.

This report is the first comprehensive stock-taking of what the global low-carbon 
transition may mean for fossil fuel-dependent countries (FFDCs) and how they can 
manage it. FFDCs are most exposed to the impacts of global low-carbon transition 
and, at the same time, often least prepared to manage it. They depend either on the 
exports of oil, gas, or coal, or on the use of carbon-intensive infrastructure (e.g., 
refineries, petrochemicals, coal power plants), or both. These countries face at least 
two climate-related risks. The first-order risk arises from weather-related events 
induced by climate change. The second-order risk is financial, fiscal, and macro-
structural. It arises from the potentially accelerated transition of the global economy 
away from carbon-intensive fuels. The report focuses on managing this transition risk 
and harnessing related opportunities.

Diversification and Cooperation in a Decarbonizing World focuses on the countries as 
well as their national oil and gas companies and state-owned enterprises. Governments 
own much larger reserves of oil, gas, and coal than the major international companies. 
State-controlled entities can more directly transfer systemic risk to societies that 
depend on them. They represent influential vested interests and are often less agile 
in responding to rapid shifts in market conditions. Furthermore, the sovereigns, not 
international companies, are parties to international climate agreements.

LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS
A Global Analysis of Regulatory Frameworks for the Safety of Dams 
and Downstream Communities

By Marcus J. Wishart, Satoru Ueda, John D. Pisaniello, Joanne L. Tingey-Holyoak, Kimberly N. 
Lyon, and Esteban Boj Garcia

SUSTAINABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE                    
August 2020. 360 pages.  
Stock no. C211242  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1242-2). 
US$49.95. 

Dam safety is central to public protection and economic security. Aging portfolios of 
large dams, increasing populations, and rapid urbanization require the development 
of legal and institutional frameworks for dam safety that can secure water supplies 
for hydropower generation, improve food security through irrigation, and enhance 
resilience to floods and droughts. 

This book provides a systematic review of the legal and institutional frameworks for 
dam safety in 51 countries with varying economic, political, and cultural circumstances. 
These case studies inform a range of legal, institutional, technical, and financial 
options for developing frameworks for sustainable dam safety assurance that apply 
to a variety of different portfolio- and country-specific circumstances.
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HANDBOOKS AND MANUALS

IMPACT EVALUATION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Theory, Methods, and Practice

Edited by Paul Glewwe and Petra Todd

August 2020. 570 pages.  
Stock no. C211497  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1497-6). 
US$59.95. 

Impact evaluations are studies that attempt to measure the causal impact of a project, 
program, or policy on one or more outcomes. This book provides a comprehensive 
exposition of how to conduct impact evaluations. 

Part I provides an overview of impact evaluations and comprises five chapters 
which are accessible to readers who have few or none of the technical (statistical 
and econometric) skills that are needed to conduct impact evaluations. Parts II and 
III make use of statistical and econometric methods and are at a level similar to a 
graduate-student course but written to make them accessible to the ambitious reader 
whose skills are not at that level. Part II presents, in Chapters 6–10, a comprehensive 
discussion of the use of randomized controlled trials (RCTs) to conduct impact 
evaluations, including a general discussion of the ethical issues involved in conducting 
impact evaluations. Part III presents the main nonexperimental methods that are used 
to implement impact evaluations when RCTs are not feasible or not recommended for 
other reasons. Chapters 11 and 12 present regression methods, including difference-
in-differences estimation. Matching methods are described in Chapter 13, after which 
regression discontinuity methods are covered in Chapter 14. Instrumental variable 
methods, including the estimation of local average treatment effects, are discussed 

in detail in Chapter 15. Chapters 16 and 17 cover more advanced topics: quantile treatment effects and control function 
methods, respectively. Part IV then considers more practical issues when conducting impact evaluations, including designing 
questionnaires (Chapter 18), data collection methods and survey management (Chapters 19 and 20), and disseminating 
results to policy makers (Chapter 21). Finally, Part V addresses two topics in impact evaluation: qualitative methods for 
conducting impact evaluations (Chapter 22) and cost-benefit and cost-effectiveness analysis (Chapter 23). 

MINI GRIDS FOR HALF A BILLION PEOPLE
Market Outlook and Handbook

By the World Bank 

September 2020. 456 pages.  
Stock no. C211594  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1594-2). US$59.50.

The objective of Mini Grids for Half a Billion People is to present road-tested options 
and examples from the frontier of mini grid development for each of the topics 
examined in this book, which decision makers can modify and implement to scale up 
mini grid deployment. 

By acknowledging different national-level approaches to mini grids and providing 
context-specific considerations for implementation, it provides an adaptive approach 
to helping countries achieve their electrification targets.
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HANDBOOKS AND MANUALS

ANALYZING BANKING RISK (FOURTH EDITION)
A Framework for Assessing Corporate Governance and Risk Management

By Hennie van Greuning and Sonja Brajovic Bratanovic

June 2020. 448 pages. Stock no. 
C211446 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1446-4). US$55.00.

Analyzing Banking Risk: A Framework for Assessing Corporate Governance and Risk 
Management provides a comprehensive overview of topics focusing on assessment, 
analysis, and management of financial risks in banking. The publication emphasizes 
risk management principles and stresses that key players in the corporate governance 
process are accountable for managing the different dimensions of financial and other 
risks.

This fourth edition remains faithful to the objectives of the original publication. New 
business aspects affecting banking risks, such as mobile banking, and regulatory 
changes over the past decades, specifically those related to Basel III capital adequacy 
concepts, have been included, as have new operational risk management topics, such 
as cybercrime, money laundering, and outsourcing.

This publication will be of interest to a wide body of users of bank financial data. The 
target audience includes those responsible for the analysis of banks as well as the 
senior management or organizations directing their efforts. Because the publication 
provides an overview of the spectrum of corporate governance and risk management, 
it is not aimed at technical specialists in any particular risk management area.

HANDBOOK OF DEEP TRADE AGREEMENTS
Edited by Aaditya Mattoo, Nadia Rocha, and Michele Ruta

July 2020. 632 pages. Stock 
no. C211539 (ISBN: 978-1-
4648-1539-3). US$68.50. 

Deep trade agreements (DTAs) cover not just trade but additional policy areas, such 
as the international flows of investment and labor, and the protection of intellectual 
property rights and the environment. The number of DTAs in force has increased and 
their scope expanded in recent years. 

This Handbook takes a step towards filling a gap in our understanding of international 
economic law and policy. It presents detailed data and analysis on the content of 
the policy areas most frequently covered in DTAs, focusing on the stated objectives, 
substantive commitments, and other aspects such as transparency, procedures, and 
enforcement. Each chapter, authored by lead experts in their respective fields, explains 
in detail the methodology used to collect the information and provides a first look at 
the evidence by policy area.



20 www.worldbank.org/publications • books@worldbank.org WORLD BANK PUBLICATIONS AND ePRODUCTS

HANDBOOKS AND MANUALS

FOOD SAFETY HANDBOOK
A Practical Guide for Building a Robust Food Safety Management System

By International Finance Corporation

July 2020. 420 pages. Stock no. 
C211548 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1548-5). US$49.95. 

Food Safety Handbook: A Practical Guide for Building a Robust Food Safety 
Management System presents detailed information on food safety systems and what 
large and small food industry companies can do to establish, maintain, and enhance 
food safety in their operations. 

This new edition provides updates on the guidelines and regulations since the previous 
2016 edition, drawing on best practices and the knowledge the International Finance 
Corporation has gained in supporting food business operators around the world. 
Food Safety Handbook is indispensable for all food business operators—anywhere 
along the food production and processing value chain—who want to develop a new 
food safety system or strengthen an existing one. 

SOURCEBOOK ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIAL 
PROTECTION DELIVERY SYSTEMS
Edited by Kathy Lindert, Tina George Karippacheril, Ines Rodriguez Caillava, and Kenichi Nishikawa Chavez

August 2020. 480 pages. Stock no. 
C211577 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1577-
5). US$55.00.

This sourcebook synthesizes real-world experiences and lessons learned of social 
protection delivery systems from around the world, with a particular focus on social 
and labor benefits and services. It takes a practical approach, seeking to address 
concrete “how-to” questions, including: How do countries deliver social protection 
benefits and services? How do they do so effectively and efficiently? How do they 
ensure dynamic inclusion, especially for the most vulnerable and needy? How do 
they promote better coordination and integration—not only among social protection 
programs but also with programs in other parts of government? How can they meet 
the needs of their intended populations and provide a better client experience? 

The sourcebook structures itself around eight key principles that can frame the delivery 
systems mindset: (1) delivery systems evolve over time, do so in a nonlinear fashion, 
and are affected by the starting point(s); (2) additional efforts should be made to 
“do simple well”; (3) quality implementation matters, and weaknesses in the design 
or structure of any core system element will have a negative impact on delivery; (4) 
defining the “first mile” for people interface greatly affects the system and overall 
delivery and is most improved when that “first mile” is understood as the weakest 

link in delivery systems; (5) delivery systems do not operate in a vacuum and thus should not be developed in silos; (6) 
delivery systems can contribute more broadly to government’s ability to intervene in other sectors, such as health insurance 
subsidies, scholarships, social energy tariffs, housing benefits, and legal services; (7) there is no single blueprint for delivery 
systems, but there are commonalities, and those common elements constitute the core of the delivery systems framework; 
and (8) inclusion and coordination are pervasive and perennial dual challenges, and they contribute to the objectives of 
effectiveness and efficiency.
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THE FUTURE OF WORK IN AFRICA
Harnessing the Potential of Digital Technologies for All

Edited by Jieun Choi, Mark A. Dutz and Zainab Usman

AFRICA DEVELOPMENT 
FORUM                    
July 2020. 254 pages. Stock no. 
C211444 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-
1444-0). US$39.95. 

This companion report to the World Development Report 2019: The Changing Nature 
of Work addresses the key themes of creating productive jobs and addressing the 
needs of those left behind. It builds on and contextualizes some of that report’s main 
messages to key specificities of the Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) region, focusing on how 
global trends, especially the adoption of digital technologies, may change the nature 
of work in SSA by creating new opportunities and challenges. 

The report is structured around three main issues that will shape the future of work 
in Africa, namely, the human capital needs of a young and rapidly growing, largely 
low-skilled labor force; the prevalence of informal workers and enterprises; and the 
social protection policies needed to mitigate risks resulting from disruptions to labor 
markets. 

The report highlights important unanswered policy questions for which new research, 
supplemented by new data, could yield learnings with high policy payoffs in the SSA 
context. 

AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS IN AFRICA
Rethinking the Role of Markets

By Gaëlle Balineau, Arthur Bauer, Martin Kessler, and Nicole Madariaga

AFRICA DEVELOPMENT FORUM                    
October 2020. 180 pages.  
Stock no. C211588  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1588-1). 
US$43.00. 

Food for cities in Africa is changing under the triple effect of growth demography, 
urbanization, and transformations in agricultural production and trade. These changes 
create risks: African cities increasingly face the challenges of undernutrition and 
malnutrition. But they also generate new opportunities: the food economy is the 
continent's main source of employment and will remain so in the near future, ensuring 
agricultural production as well as agro-food processing and product distribution. At 
the center of this economy is the intermediaries market, which links producers and 
consumers, and whose ineffectiveness explains why about a third of  food production 
evaporates in food losses.

AFRICA
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AFRICA 

THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA
Economic and Distributional Effects

By the World Bank

August 2020. 148 pages.  
Stock no. C211559  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1559-1). 
US$39.95. 

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) agreement will create the largest 
free-trade area in the world, measured by the number of countries participating. 
The pact will connect 1.3 billion people across 55 countries with a combined GDP 
valued at $3.4 trillion. It has the potential to lift 30 million people out of extreme 
poverty. But achieving its full potential will depend on putting in place significant 
policy reforms and trade facilitation measures.

This report is designed to guide policy makers as they continue the process of 
negotiating and implementing the agreement. Using a global computable general 
equilibrium model and a microsimulation framework, it quantifies the long-term 
economic and distributional implications of AfCFTA. It also assesses the implications 
for economic growth, international trade, poverty, and employment and wages -for 
female as well as male workers. It spells out the short- and long-term implications 
for tariff revenue.

The analysis shows that full implementation of AfCFTA could boost income by 7 
percent, or nearly $450 billion. The agreement would also significantly expand African 
trade–particularly intraregional trade in manufacturing.

FUTURE DRIVERS OF GROWTH IN RWANDA
Innovation, Integration, Agglomeration, and Competition

By the World Bank and the Government of Rwanda

July 2020. 322 pages.  
Stock no. C211280  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1280-4). 
US$45.00.

A strong and widely acknowledged record of economic success, including a three-
and-a-half-fold increase in per capita income since 1994, places Rwanda among the 
world’s fastest-growing economies. Traumatic memories of the 1994 genocide are 
gradually fading, as associations begin to take a more positive form of a nation on 
the rise, powered by human resilience, a sense of common purpose, and a purposeful 
government. 

Past successes and a sense of frailty have fueled aspirations for a secure, prosperous, 
and modern future. Sustaining high rates of economic growth is at the heart of these 
ambitions. Recent formulations of the nation’s Vision 2050 set a target of achieving 
upper-middle-income status by 2035 and high-income status by 2050. 

Future Drivers of Growth in Rwanda: Innovation, Integration, Agglomeration, and 
Competition, a joint undertaking by experts from Rwanda and the World Bank 
Group, evaluates the country’s possibilities and options in this endeavor. The book 
identifies four essential drivers of growth—innovation, integration, agglomeration, 
and competition—and reforms in six priority areas: human capital development, 
export dynamism and regional integration, well-managed urbanization, competitive 
domestic enterprises, agricultural modernization, and capable and accountable public 
institutions. 
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SOUTH ASIA

INVESTMENT PIONEERS IN SOUTH ASIA
The Payoff of Knowing Your Neighbors

Edited by Sanjay Kathuria

SOUTH ASIA DEVELOPMENT 
FORUM                    
December 2020. 250 pages.  
Stock no. C211534  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1534-8). 
US$45.00. 

South Asia is one of the fastest-growing regions in the world. Yet intraregional trade 
and investment are very low, suggesting that regional spillovers from individual-
country growth are muted.

Much has been written about the low levels of intraregional trade in South Asia. 
Much less has been written about intraregional investment. Direct investment flows 
are important because multinational firms coordinating production along global value 
chains have become a dominant force driving both trade and investment flows. These 
flows are valued as a direct source of external capital and foreign exchange, as well 
as for the technology and knowledge spillovers they bring. Investment flows also tend 
to be more stable interactions than trade transactions, since they involve a deeper 
commitment (financial and otherwise) to engagement.

This report is framed within the same context as its predecessor, A Glass Half Full: The 
Promise of Regional Trade in South Asia, namely, the suboptimal level of economic 
engagement within South Asia. It focuses on intraregional investment, from an 
outward investment lens, using a unifying framework of international engagement 
strategies (trade, investment, and other nonequity modes like licensing). 

GLACIERS OF THE HIMALAYAS
Assessing the Impact of Climate Change and Black Carbon

By Mani Muthukumara

SOUTH ASIA DEVELOPMENT 
FORUM                    
October 2020. 200 pages.  
Stock no. C210099  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-0099-3). 
US$45.00. 

Melting glaciers, loss of seasonal snow, and precipitation changes pose significant 
risks to the stability of water resources in the South Asia region. Glaciers help to 
moderate river flows in the region's major rivers by providing a source of meltwater 
in hot, dry years and storing water during colder, wetter years. The dependence on 
glaciers and snow makes these rivers particularly vulnerable to climate change. In 
addition to threats from global climate change, black carbon produced and circulated 
within the region is both increasing the absorption of solar radiation by reducing the 
glacier surface's reflectance and raising air temperatures, which also increases melt. 
In these ways, black carbon is becoming a significant factor in the retreat of some 
Himalayan glaciers. 

The purpose of this study is to identify causes of potential changes to the glacier 
and snow dynamics in the Himalaya, Karakoram, and Hindu Kush mountain ranges, 
present possible glacier and snow changes under different climate change and black 
carbon scenarios, and determine implications for water resources within the Indus, 
Ganges, and Brahmaputra basins. 
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SOUTH ASIA • EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

TACKLING THE WORLD'S FASTEST-GROWING HIV EPIDEMIC
More Efficient HIV Responses in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

Edited by Feng Zhao, Clemens Benedikt, and David Wilson

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
PERSPECTIVES                    
July 2020. 358 pages.  
Stock no. C211523  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1523-2). US$49.95. 

The Eastern Europe and Central Asia region has the world's fastest-growing HIV 
epidemic. Although still concentrated, the epidemic has diversified, affecting several 
key populations in many countries. This change has increased the number of people 
in need, the ways the epidemic can spread, and the complexity of formulating an 
effective strategy to combat it. At the same time, international funding is insufficient 
to cover the growing need, and domestic plans to cover the funding gaps, in many 
cases, fall short. In this environment, the need to use data to make the best possible 
decisions about using available funds is essential.

Tackling the World's Fastest-Growing HIV Epidemic tells the story of how, in 11 
countries across Eastern Europe and Central Asia, small groups of decision makers 
and experts came together to carry out innovative, groundbreaking analyses for 
each country. It details the steps these nations have taken to strengthen their HIV 
programs based on the findings while highlighting critical issues for the road ahead. 
In so doing, the book also shows the potential of mathematical models and how they  
can support real-life improvements in policy and more efficacious budget allocations. 
It is the record of a unique undertaking to improve public health investments that 
offers lessons for many communities. 

READY TO LEARN
Before School, In School, and Beyond School in South Asia

By Tara Beteille, Namrata Tognatta, Michelle Riboud, Shinsaku Nomura, and Yashodhan Ghorpade

SOUTH ASIA DEVELOPMENT FORUM                    
February 2020. 280 pages.  
Stock no. C211327  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1327-6). US$45.00. 

Countries that have sustained rapid growth over decades have typically had a strong 
public commitment to expanding education as well as to improving learning outcomes. 
South Asian countries have made considerable progress in expanding access to 
primary and secondary schooling, with countries having achieved near-universal 
enrollment of the primary-school-age cohort (ages 6–11), except for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. Secondary enrollment shows an upward trend as well. Beyond school, 
many more people have access today to higher education and opportunities for skill 
development. Although governments have consistently pursued policies to expand 
access, a prominent feature of the region has been the role played by nonstate 
actors—private nonprofit and for-profit entities—in expanding access at every level 
of education.

Though learning levels remain low, countries in the region have shown a strong 
commitment to improving learning. All countries in South Asia have taken the first 
step, which is to assess learning outcomes regularly. Since 2010, there has been a 
rapid increase in the number of large-scale student learning assessments conducted 
in the region. But to use the findings of these assessments to improve schooling, 
countries must build their capacity to design assessments and analyze and use 
findings to inform policy. 
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

WHO DECIDES SOCIAL POLICY?
Social Networks and the Political Economy of Social Policy in Latin America and the 
Caribbean

By Alejandro Bonvecchi and Carlos Scartascini

LATIN AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT FORUM                    
August 2020. 160 pages.  
Stock no. C211572  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1572-0). 
US$39.95. 

Who decides the formulation of social policy? What resources do actors bring to 
decision-making processes? How do those resources position them within decision-
making networks? This book addresses these questions by combining an institutional 
political economy approach to policy making with social network analysis of social 
policy formulation processes in Latin American and the Caribbean. Based on extensive 
field interviews with governmental and nongovernmental actors, the case studies of 
social policy formulation in Argentina, Bolivia, The Bahamas, and Trinidad and Tobago 
show that while in the South American cases societal actors—such as unions and 
business associations in Argentina, and grassroots organizations in Bolivia—are 
central actors in the networks, government officials are the main participants in the 
Caribbean countries. 

The comparative analysis of the networks of ideas, information, economic resources, 
and political powers across these cases indicates that differences in the types of 
bureaucratic systems and governance structures may explain the differences between 
who decides and what resources underpin their influence in social policy formulation 
in the region.

FISCAL RULES AND ECONOMIC SIZE IN LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN
By Fernando Blanco, Pablo Saavedra, Friederike Koehler-Geib, and Emilia Skrok

LATIN AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT FORUM                    
August 2020. 125 pages.  
Stock no. C211382  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1382-5). 
US$39.95. 

This book provides analytical contributions to the design of fiscal rules in small 
economies in the Latin America and the Caribbean region. These economies usually 
face high levels of output volatility, large terms-of-trade shocks, and exposure to 
natural disasters.

The relationship between fiscal rules and economic size has not been systematically 
assessed in the literature. Determining which fiscal rules are most appropriate 
for smaller economies can contribute toward improving those rules’ design and 
effectiveness.

The study reviews the performance of fiscal rules worldwide and provides information 
on which rule types are most common, which have the best record for compliance, 
and which features tend to improve their performance. It provides practical policy 
directions drawn from international experience to assist policy makers in smaller 
economies in designing and implementing more effective fiscal rules.
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TO THE FRONTIER AND BEYOND
Spurring Innovation in Developing East Asia

By the World Bank

December 2020. 250 pages.  
Stock no. C211606  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1606-2). 
US$48.50. 

After a half century of significant economic success, countries in developing East Asia 
face an array of challenges. Slowing productivity growth, increasing fragility of the 
global trading system, and rapid changes in technology are threatening the region's 
engine of growth: export-oriented labor-intensive manufacturing.

Longer-term demographic and climate change, as well as the current COVID-19 
pandemic, are increasing economic vulnerability. These developments raise questions 
about whether the past model of economic success can continue to deliver rapid 
growth and poverty reduction. 

Against this background, To the Frontier and Beyond examines the role of innovation 
in fostering future economic progress in developing East Asia. The report suggests 
policy and institutional reforms for innovation-led growth in the region.

DIVERSE PATHS
The Dynamic Evolution of Social Protection in Asia Pacific

By Philip B. O'Keefe, Puja Vasudeva Dutta, Harry Moroz, and Robert Palacios

December 2020. 350 pages.  
Stock no. C211542  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1542-3). 
US$49.95. 

Over the past two decades, social protection systems in much of developing Asia 
Pacific have been fundamentally transformed. Because of factors including rising 
country income levels, increased exposure to macroeconomic and climatic shocks, 
demographic and structural change, and changing expectations of the state from 
citizens, social protection systems in many parts of Asia Pacific have been expanding 
in terms of range of programs, level of public spending, and coverage of population. 

But the building of robust and inclusive social protection systems remains incomplete 
and in subregions of Asia Pacific is at best nascent. This report charts the transformation 
of social protection systems in the East Asia and Pacific region and much of the South 
Asia region in the areas of social assistance, social insurance, employment programs, 
and delivery systems. It highlights the major diversity of social protection systems 
across the region and the remaining challenges of consolidating, expanding, and in 
some cases building them. It also suggests directions for deepening social protection 
reforms that reflect the diversity of country situations. 
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TRANSLATED EDITIONS

THE SKILLS BALANCING ACT IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
(FRENCH EDITION)
Investing in Skills for Productivity, Inclusivity, and Adaptability

By Omar Arias, David K. Evans, and Indhira Santos

AFRICA DEVELOPMENT 
FORUM                    

September 2020. 378 pages.  
Stock no. C211537  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1537-9). 
US$49.95. 

Sub-Saharan Africa has the youngest population of any region of the world, and that 
growing working-age population represents a major opportunity to reduce poverty 
and increase shared prosperity. 

But the region's workforce is the least skilled in the world, constraining economic 
prospects. Despite economic growth, declining poverty, and investments in skills-
building, too many students in too many countries in Sub-Saharan Africa are not 
acquiring the foundational skills they need to thrive and prosper in an increasingly 
competitive global economy. 

This report examines the balancing act that individuals and countries face in making 
productive investments in both a wide range of skills—cognitive, socioemotional, and 
technical—and a wide range of groups—young children through working adults—so 
that Sub-Saharan Africa will thrive.

URBAN RAIL DEVELOPMENT HANDBOOK
(SPANISH EDITION) 
Edited by Daniel Pulido, Georges Darido, Ramon Munoz-Raskin, and Joanna Moody

November 2020. 794 pages.  
Stock no. C211596  
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1596-6). 
US$73.00. 

Cities across the globe are looking to develop affordable, environmentally friendly, 
and socially responsible transportation solutions that can meet the accessibility needs 
of expanding metropolitan populations and support future economic and urban 
development. When appropriately planned and properly implemented as part of a 
larger public transportation network, urban rail systems can provide rapid mobility 
and vital access to city centers from surrounding districts. High-performing urban 
rail services, when carefully approached as development projects, can help enhance 
quality of life by giving citizens access to employment opportunities, essential services, 
urban amenities, and neighboring communities.

The purpose of this handbook is to synthesize and present knowledge to inform the 
planning, implementation, and operations of urban rail projects with a view towards:

��   Emphasizing the need for early studies and project planning. 
��   Making projects more sustainable (economically, socially, and environmentally). 
��   Improving socioeconomic returns and access to opportunities for users. 
��   Maximizing the value of private participation.
��   Building capacity within project-implementing and -managing institutions.
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS

ADAPTIVE SOCIAL PROTECTION
Building Resilience to Shocks
By Thomas Bowen, Carlo del Ninno, Colin Andrews, Sarah Coll-Black, Ugo Gentilini, 
Kelly Johnson, Yasuhiro Kawasoe, Adea Kryeziu, Barry Maher, and Asha Williams

Adaptive social protection (ASP) helps build the resilience of poor and vulnerable 
households by supporting their capacity to prepare for, cope with, and adapt to 
large covariate shocks. This book outlines a framework to help guide the design and 
implementation of ASP. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

June 2020. 152 pages. Stock no. C211575 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1575-1). 
US$39.95. 

BUDGET RIGIDITY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN
Causes, Consequences, and Policy Implications
By Santiago Herrera and Eduardo Olaberria

Policy makers usually blame spending rigidities for poor fiscal performance. However, 
little is known about their causes and consequences. This report tackles the questions 
surrounding spending rigidities with a new measure that can easily be applied to 
multiple countries. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

April 2020. 70 pages. Stock no. C211520 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1520-1). 
US$35.00. 

LEVERAGING EXPORT DIVERSIFICATION IN 
FRAGILE COUNTRIES (FRENCH EDITION)
The Emerging Value Chains of Mali, Chad, Niger, and 
Guinea
By Jose Lopez-Calix

This book lays the groundwork for propelling export diversification in four fragile 
Sub-Saharan African economies. Following a ladder approach, it introduces GVC 2.0 
cluster-based spatial policies for attracting selective foreign firms and public investment 
to foster agribusinesses.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

June 2020. 196 pages. Stock no. C211563 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1563-8). 
US$39.95. 

MANAGING FOR LEARNING
Measuring and Strengthening Education Management 
in Latin America and the Caribbean
By Melissa Adelman and Renata Lemos

How can countries make sustainable gains in student learning at scale? This is a 
pressing question for Latin America and the Caribbean—and the developing world 
more broadly—as countries seek to build human capital to drive sustainable growth. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

August 2020. 94 pages. Stock no. C211463 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1463-1). 
US$39.95. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF EDUCATION IN 
LEBANON
Research for Results Program
By Husein Abdul-Hamiz and Mohamed Yassine

Learning outcomes in Lebanon have been lower than the international average and 
with a declining trend since 2007. This volume uses a political economy approach and 
a system-level analysis to uncover why the education system in Lebanon is not reaching 
its full potential.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

April 2020. 234 pages. Stock no. C211546 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1546-1). 
US$45.00. 

BLUE ROUTES FOR A NEW ERA
Developing Inland Waterways Transportation in China
By Bernard Aritua, Lu Cheng, Richard van Liere, and Harrie de Leijer

How can countries revive inland waterway transportation? A study of how and why 
China improved its inland waterways for transportation can be informative for other 
countries, providing relevant insights and valuable lessons.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

August 2020. 164 pages. Stock no. C211584 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1584-3). 
US$41.50. 

COPING WITH THE VULNERABILITY OF THE 
SUNDARBANS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
Lessons from Multidisciplinary Studies
By Susmita Dasgupta, David Wheeler, Md. Istiak Sobhan, Sunando Bandyopadhyay, 
Ainun Nishat, and Tapas Paul

This monograph synthesizes multiyear, multidisciplinary studies that assess the 
vulnerability of of the Sundarbans and the neighboring communities whose livelihoods 
depend on its natural resources, and it recommends resilient-smart adaptation 
measures.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

July 2020. 88 pages. Stock no. C211587 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1587-4). 
US$35.00. 

FOSTERING HUMAN CAPITAL IN THE GULF 
COOPERATION COUNCIL COUNTRIES
By Sameh El-Saharty, Igor Kheyfets, Christopher Herbst, and Mohamed Ihsan Ajwad

This book proposes strategies for fostering human capital in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries. These strategies will contribute to the long-term sustainability of a 
diversified economic growth model that is knowledge based and private-sector driven 
beyond the COVID-19 pandemic.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

July 2020. 124 pages. Stock no. C211582 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1582-9). 
US$39.95. 
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PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS FOR HEALTH IN 
VIETNAM
Issues and Options
By Sang Minh Le, Ramesh Govindaraj, and Caryn Bredenkamp

This book provides an overview of health public-private partnerships (PPPs) worldwide 
and examines in greater detail the health PPP program in Vietnam, including important 
issues in the design, preparation, and implementation of PPP projects in the health 
sector. 
June 2020. 120 pages. Stock no. C211574 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1574-4). 
US$39.95.

SCALING UP DISRUPTIVE AGRICULTURAL 
TECHNOLOGIES IN AFRICA
By Jeehye Kim, Parmesh Shah, Joanne Catherine Gaskell, Ashesh Prasann, and 
Akanksha Luthra

This study—including a pilot intervention in Kenya—aims to further the state of 
knowledge about the emerging trend of disruptive agricultural technologies in Africa, 
with a focus on supply-side dynamics.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

July 2020. 114 pages. Stock no. C211522 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1522-5). 
US$39.95. 

TALES OF PEASANTS, TRADERS, AND OFFICIALS
Contracting in Rural Andhra Pradesh, 1980–82
By Clive Bell

This book begins with an extensive descriptive account of villagers' dealings in the 
markets for labor, tenancies, credit, and crops, drawing on interviews and household 
surveys from the early 1980s. The book subsequently analyzes various alternative 
contractual arrangements and villagers' choices among them.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

June 2020. 170 pages. Stock no. C211555 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1555-3). 
US$39.95. 

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS IN GHANA
Options for Effective Policy Making and Implementation
By Christabel Dadzie and Mawuko Fumey

This report seeks to increase knowledge about Ghana’s job landscape and youth 
employment programs to assist policy makers and key stakeholders in identifying ways 
to improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and equity of youth employment programs and 
to strengthen coordination among major stakeholders. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

July 2020. 76 pages. Stock no. C211579 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1579-9). 
US$35.00. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN PRACTICE

WHEN WE’RE SIXTY-FOUR
Policy Options to Address Population Aging in Latin 
America and the Caribbean
By Rafael Rofman and Ignacio Apella

This book discusses the effects of demographic change and the demands that it will 
place on institutions and public policies. It considers not only the fiscal effects that 
population aging could have on pensions, health, or long-term care systems, but also 
the impacts on future economic growth.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

September 2020. 228 pages. Stock no. C211605 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1605-5). 
US$47.00. 

COMPETENCY-BASED ACCOUNTING EDUCATION, 
TRAINING, AND CERTIFICATION (RUSSIAN 
EDITION)
An Implementation Guide
By Alfred Borgonovo, Brian Friedrich, and Michael Wells

This guide is designed to assist all those who are responsible for providing or overseeing 
the development of professional accountants. It is particularly relevant to professional 
accountancy organizations, as well as policy makers and regulators who have a role in 
overseeing the training and certification of accountants and auditors.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN PRACTICE                    

July 2020. 156 pages. Stock no. C211562 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1562-1). 
US$39.95. 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN PRACTICE

SKILLS AND THE LABOR MARKET IN A NEW ERA
Managing the Impacts of Population Aging and 
Technological Change in Uruguay
By Ignacio Apella, Rafael Rofman, and Helena Rovner

This book discusses the impacts of population aging and technological change on 
Uruguay’s labor markets and economic growth potential, focusing on the need to 
increase the level and quality of investment in human and physical capital in order to 
improve welfare and reduce inequality.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

March 2020. 96 pages. Stock no. C211526 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1526-3). 
US$39.95. 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND INNOVATION FOR 
LOW-CARBON DEVELOPMENT
By Miria Pigato, Simon Black, Damien Dussaux, Zhimin Mao, Miles McKenna, Ryan 
Rafaty, and Simon Touboul

This report argues that the Paris’ climate goals can be achieved by a massive 
deployment of low-carbon technologies from developed to developing countries. In 
addition to fighting climate change, this is a key opportunity to increase energy access 
and security, reduce air pollution, and improve economic growth.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOCUS                    

April 2020. 228 pages. Stock no. C211500 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1500-3). 
US$45.00. 

PUBLIC INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT REFERENCE 
GUIDE
By Jay-Hyung Kim, Jonas Arp Fallov, and Simon Groom

This guide aims to convey country experiences and good international practices as a 
basis for decisions on how to address country-specific public investment management 
reform agendas.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN PRACTICE                    

April 2020. 276 pages. Stock no. C211529 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1529-4). 
US$45.00. 
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World Bank eLibrary is a subscription-based platform designed to meet the 
unique needs of students, researchers, and librarians. 

eLibrary offers immediate access to the complete collection of World Bank 
formal publications and journals since the 1990s, as well as reports, working 
papers, and country and regional data from World Development Indicators 
(WDI). Topics cover a broad range of social and economic development issues 
including development policy, finance, public health and pandemics, education, 
gender equality, climate change, and poverty.

Coming Soon! New and improved user interface:

�� New responsive interface for tablets and mobile
�� Title recommendations based on search results
�� Upgraded series browse with book covers
�� Topic alerts

eLibrary’s features and functionality are focused on making discovery, access, 
and use of World Bank publications, research, and data easier and faster. 
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�� Full-text and metadata-based search
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