
Paul J. Gertler, Sebastian Martinez, 
Patrick Premand, Laura B. Rawlings, 

and Christel M. J. Vermeersch

Additional information is available on the Impact Evaluation in Practice 
website at http://www.worldbank.org/ieinpractice.

“Impact Evaluation in Practice is simply a gem. It encourages an approach to impact 
evaluation that seeks to be scientifi cally credible while at the same time recognizing the 
practical realities of doing this kind of work on the ground. There are valuable insights 
along these two dimensions throughout the entire book. I assign readings from this book 
all the time when training professionals interested in conducting, commissioning, or 
consuming impact evaluations.”

— Dan Levy, Senior Lecturer in Public Policy and Faculty Chair of the Strengthening Learning 
and Teaching Excellence Initiative, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University 

“Impact Evaluation in Practice is a major contribution to the contemporary development 
agenda.  It is an extremely valuable resource for evaluators in governments and 
development agencies, as well as universities and think tanks.”

— Leonard Wantchekon, Professor of Politics and International Affairs, Princeton University; 
Founder and President of the African School of Economics 

“The aim of this book is to provide an accessible, comprehensive, and clear guide to impact 
evaluation. The material, ranging from motivating impact evaluation, to the advantages of 
different methodologies, to power calculations and costs, is explained very clearly, and the 
coverage is impressive. This book will become a much consulted and used guide and will 
affect policy making for years to come.”

— Orazio Attanasio, Professor of Economics, University College of London; Director, Centre for 
the Evaluation of Development Policies, Institute of Fiscal Studies, United Kingdom

“The updated version of this extraordinary book comes at a critical time—the culture and 
interest in evaluation is growing and needs to be supported with good technical work. 
Impact Evaluation in Practice is an essential resource for evaluators, social programs, 
ministries, and others committed to making decisions using good evidence. This work is 
increasingly important as the global development community works to reduce poverty and 
achieve the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.”

— Gonzalo Hernandez, Executive Secretary, National Council for the Evaluation of Social 
Development Policy, Mexico
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Gender equality is not only a core development objective in its own right but also smart development policy and business 
practice. No society can develop sustainably without giving men and women equal opportunity to shape their own lives and 
contribute to their families, communities, and countries. Yet critical gender gaps continue to exist in all countries and across 
multiple dimensions.

The World Bank’s software platform ADePT Gender produces a comprehensive set of tables and graphs using household 
surveys to help diagnose and analyze the prevailing gender inequalities at the country level and over time. The module is 
organized around the framework proposed by the World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development. It covers 
gender differences in outcomes in three primary dimensions of gender equality: human capital (or endowments), economic 
opportunities, and voice and agency. Particular focus is given to the analysis and decomposition techniques that allow 
exploring further gender gaps in economic opportunities. This book provides a step-by-step guide to the use of ADePT Gender 
and an introduction to the basic economic concepts and econometric methods used by the software.

“ADePT Gender is a very useful platform for quickly presenting and visualizing gender inequalities across different domains—
health, education, economic opportunities, and expressions of agency—and providing a baseline to highlight areas for further 
analysis. This book provides a detailed overview of how to use the ADePT Gender module and guides users on the underlying 
conceptual and methodological issues on interpreting gender statistics in each area. As a tool for using the software, as well as 
an in-depth resource for understanding measurement issues in gender statistics, this book is highly recommended.”

 Gayatri Koolwal, Consultant, United Nations Foundation

“ADePT Gender is a groundbreaking and pertinent tool to analyze micro data and statistics and can be used to create 
standardized tables and charts to represent gender indicators as well as to simulate the impact of policy instruments. ADePT 
software can be customized to the users’ needs, disaggregating data by sex, geographic regions, and socioeconomic and 
demographic backgrounds. Most importantly, ADePt is a user-friendly tool that doesn’t require sound knowledge of statistics or 
economic analysis, and this is, without hesitation, an attractive feature of this innovative software for both gender experts and 
other experts who aim to measure gender gaps and understand correlations between different dimensions of gender inequality 
and discrimination. We have no doubts that the tool will contribute to better analyze gender inequalities in order to design 
adequate policies and programs.” 

 Elena Ferreras Carreras, Senior Gender Adviser, EBRD  |  Giorgia Depaoli, Principal Gender Adviser, EBRD

Streamlined Analysis with ADePT Software is a series that provides academics, students, and policy practitioners with a theoretical 
foundation, practical guidelines, and software tools for applied analysis in various areas of economic research. ADePT Platform 
is a software package developed in the research department of the World Bank (see www.worldbankgroup.org/adept). The series 
examines such topics as sector performance and inequality in education, the effectiveness of social transfers, labor market 
conditions, the effects of macroeconomic shocks on income distribution and labor market outcomes, child anthropometrics, 
and gender inequalities. 
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Global marine fi sheries are in crisis: A large percentage (90 percent as of 
2011) are fully fi shed and  overfi shed. The result is lost economic benefi ts 
of approximately $83 billion a year—the “sunken billions” of the title. 

Reducing overfi shing would allow severely overexploited fi sh stocks to 
recover over time.  Subsequently, the combination of larger fi sh stocks and 
reduced but sustainable fi shing activities would lead to higher economic 
yields.  However, to reach that equilibrium, comprehensive and coordinated 
reforms are necessary. 

The current study examines the range of complex issues that surround the 
reform of global fi sheries management, including the fi nancial and social 
costs of transitioning to a more sustainable resource management path, the 
considerable governance challenges associated with managing the largely 
open-access ocean resources, and the aggravating factor of climate change.

The Sunken Billions Revisited: Progress and Challenges in Global Marine 
Fisheries builds on an earlier study—The Sunken Billions: The Economic 
Justifi cation for Fisheries Reform, published by the World Bank and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in 2009— but with 
a deeper regional analysis. 

This is recommended reading for policy makers, government offi cials, 
development practitioners, and those interested in preserving fi sh, a valuable 
natural resource at the heart of our marine ecosystems, economies, and diets.
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Enabling the Business of Agriculture 2017, the third report in the series, offers insights into how 

laws and regulations affect private sector development for agribusinesses, including producer 

organizations and other agricultural entrepreneurs.  Globally comparable data and scored indicators 

encourage regulations that ensure the safety and quality of agricultural inputs, goods and services 

but are not too costly or burdensome. The goal is to facilitate the operation of agribusinesses and 

allow them to thrive in a socially and environmentally responsible way, enabling them to provide 

essential agricultural inputs and services to farmers that could increase their productivity and 

profits.  Regional, income-group and country-specific trends and data observations are presented 

for 62 countries and across 12 topics: seed, fertilizer, machinery, finance, markets, transport, water, 

ICT, land, livestock, environmental sustainability and gender. Data are current as of June 30, 2016.

For more information, please see http://eba.worldbank.org
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 Crime in the Latin America and Caribbean region is pervasive and 
costly, particularly violent crime. Latin America has the undesirable 
distinction of being the world’s most violent region. The magnitude 
of the problem is staggering and persistent. Latin America accounts 
for only 8 percent of the world’s population, but 37 percent of the 
world’s homicides. Seven of the ten most violent countries in the 
world are in the region. Of the 50 most violent cities in the world, 42 
are in Latin America. Crime and violence disproportionately aff ects 
young men aged 20–24, whose homicide rate of 92 per 100,000 
inhabitants nearly quadruples that of the region as a whole. The 
region’s history of elevated homicide rates and the latest uptick in 
violence contrast starkly with the important strides that have been 
made in terms of poverty reduction and toward broader social equity 
over recent decades. 

Stop the Violence in Latin America: A Look at Prevention from Cradle 
to Adulthood sheds light on the complex landscape of violence 
by combining several novel data sources and highlighting original 
background research produced for this book. The focus of the 
study is crime and violence prevention. It seeks to identify policy 
interventions that, whether by design or indirect eff ect, have been 
shown to aff ect antisocial behavior early in life as well as patterns 
of criminal off ending among youth and adults. Particular emphasis 
is placed on recent studies that rigorously establish a causal link 
between interventions and outcomes. The delicate nature of the 
crime and violence problem, its high stakes, and the potential risks 
from unintended consequences of well-intentioned policies call for 
this evidence-based approach. 

This book adopts a lifecycle perspective and argues that as 
individuals progress through the diff erent stages, not only do diff erent 
sets of risk factors arise and take prominence, but their interactions 
and interdependencies also shape human behavior. In fact, the 
success or failure of a violence prevention strategy may rest on the 
ability to implement an integrated set of policies that exploits these 
interdependencies, so that the ultimate reduction in crime exceeds 
the sum of the individual policy outcomes. Indeed, prevention can 
never start too early, nor start too late, nor be too comprehensive. 
Prevention is not only possible, it can be effi  cient and cost-eff ective.

Latin American Development Forum Latin American Development Forum

Laura Chioda
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 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2018 
 Learning to Realize Education's Promise 

 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT  

October 2017. 200 pages. Stock no. C211096 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1096-1). US$39.95 

 Every year, the World Bank's  World Development Report  takes on a topic of 
central importance to global development. The 2018 Report,  Learning to 
Realize Education's Promise , is the first ever devoted entirely to education. 
Now is an excellent time for it: Education has long been critical for human 
welfare, but is even more so in a time of rapid economic change. 

 The Report explores four main themes: 

 �    First, education’s promise: Education is a powerful instrument for 
eradicating poverty and promoting shared prosperity, but fulfilling 
its potential requires better policies—both within and outside the 
education system.  

 �   Second, the learning crisis: Despite gains in education access, recent 
learning assessments show that many young people around the 
world, especially from poor families, are leaving school unequipped 
with even the most foundational skills they need for life. At the same 
time, internationally comparable learning assessments show that 
skills in many middle-income countries lag far behind what those 
countries aspire to.  

 �   Third, promising interventions to improve learning: Research from 
areas such as brain science, pedagogical innovations, or school 
management have identified interventions that promote learning by 
ensuring that learners are prepared, that teachers are skilled as well 
as motivated, and that other inputs support the teacher-learner relationship.  

 �   Fourth, learning at scale: Achieving learning throughout an education system will require more than just scaling 
up effective interventions. Change requires overcoming technical and political barriers, by deploying salient 
metrics for mobilizing actors and tracking progress, building coalitions for learning, and being adaptive when 
implementing programs.  

 Table of Contents 
 �    Overview: Learning for All? All for Learning 
 �  Part 1: Education’s Promise 
 �  Part 2: The Learning Crisis 
 �  Part 3: Innovations and Evidence for Learning 
 �  Part 4: Making the System Work for Learning at Scale       

 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2018 (HARDBACK) 
  Report also available in hardback: November 2017. 200 pages. Stock no. C211097 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1097-8). 
US$60.00 
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A N N U A L  F L A G S H I P  T I T L E S

 DOING BUSINESS 2018 

 DOING BUSINESS 

October 2017. 352 pages. Stock no. C211146 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1146-3). US$39.95 

 Fifteenth in a series of annual reports comparing business regulation in 190 
economies,  Doing Business 2018  measures aspects of regulation affecting 10 
areas of everyday business activity: 

 �    Starting a business  
 �   Dealing with construction permits  
 �   Getting electricity  
 �   Registering property  
 �   Getting credit  
 �   Protecting minority investors  
 �   Paying taxes  
 �   Trading across borders  
 �   Enforcing contracts  
 �   Resolving insolvency  

  These areas are included in the distance to frontier score and ease of doing 
business ranking.  Doing Business  also measures features of labor market 
regulation, which is not included in these two measures. 

 The report updates all indicators as of June 1, 2017, ranks economies on 
their overall "ease of doing business," and analyzes reforms to business 
regulation—identifying which economies are strengthening their business 
environment the most. 

Doing Business  illustrates how reforms in business regulations are being used to analyze economic outcomes for 
domestic entrepreneurs and for the wider economy. It is a flagship product produced in partnership by the World Bank 
Group that garners worldwide attention on regulatory barriers to entrepreneurship. More than 137 economies have used 
the Doing Business indicators to shape reform agendas and monitor improvements on the ground. In addition, the Doing 
Business data has generated over 2,182 articles in peer-reviewed academic journals since its inception. 

  WOMEN, BUSINESS AND THE LAW 2016 
 Getting to Equal 
 September 2015. 268 pages. Stock no. C210677 (ISBN: 9781464806773). US$35.00  
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 GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS, JUNE 2017 
 A Fragile Recovery 

 GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 

June 2017. 136 pages. Stock no. C211024 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1024-4). US$35 

 Global activity is firming broadly as expected. Manufacturing and trade are 
picking up, confidence is improving, and international financing conditions 
remain benign. Global growth is projected to strengthen in 2018–19, in line 
with January forecasts. In emerging markets and developing economies 
(EMDEs), growth is predicted to recover in 2017–19, as obstacles to growth in 
commodity exporters diminish amid moderately rising commodity prices, and 
activity in commodity importers remains robust. 

 Risks to the global outlook remain tilted to the downside. These include 
increased trade protectionism; elevated economic policy uncertainty; the 
possibility of financial market disruptions; and, over the longer term, weaker 
potential growth. A policy priority for EMDEs is to rebuild monetary and fiscal 
space that could be drawn on were such risks to materialize. Over the longer 
term, structural policies that support investment and trade are critical to 
boost EMDE productivity and potential growth. 

Global Economic Prospects  is a World Bank Group flagship report. On 
a semiannual basis (January and June), it examines global economic 
developments and prospects, with a special focus on developing countries.   

 Table of Contents 
 �    Chapter 1: Global Outlook: A Fragile Recovery 
 �  Special Focus 1: Debt Dynamics in Emerging Market and Developing Economies: Time to Act? 
 �  Special Focus 2: Arm’s-Length Trade: A Source of Post-Crisis Trade Weakness 
 �  Chapter 2: Regional Outlooks 
 �  Statistical Appendix       

 GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS, JANUARY 2018 
January edition coming soon!  

Global Economic Prospects  is a World Bank Group flagship report. Published semiannually, the report includes an 
analysis of topical policy challenges faced by developing countries through in-depth research in the January edition 
and shorter analytical pieces in the June edition. 

 January 2018 edition. 176 pages. Stock no. C211163 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-11163-0). US$35.00 
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A N N U A L  F L A G S H I P  T I T L E S

 GLOBAL FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
2017/2018 
 International Banking 

 GLOBAL FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

November 2017. 224 pages. Stock no. C211148 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1148-7). US$39.95 

 Successful international integration has underpinned most experiences of 
rapid growth, shared prosperity, and reduced poverty. Perhaps no sector of 
the economy better illustrates the potential benefits—but also the perils—of 
deeper integration than banking. International banking may contribute to 
faster growth in two important ways: 

 �    First, by making available much needed capital, expertise, and new 
technologies. 

 �   Second, by enabling risk-sharing and diversification.  

  But international banking is not without risks. The global financial crisis 
vividly demonstrated how international banks can transmit shocks across 
the globe. The  Global Financial Development Report 2017/2018  brings to bear 
new evidence on the debate on the benefits and costs of international banks, 
particularly for developing countries. It provides evidence-based policy 
guidance on a range of issues that developing countries face. Countries that 
are open to international banking can benefit from global flows of funds, 
knowledge, and opportunity, but the regulatory challenges are complex and, 
at times, daunting. 

 Table of Contents 
 �    Chapter 1: Conceptual Framework, Stylized Facts, and the Role of Policy 
 �  Chapter 2: Brick and Mortar Operations of International Banks 
 �  Chapter 3: Cross-Border Lending by International Banks 
 �  Statistical Appendixes 
 �  Basic Data on Financial System Characteristics, 2013-15 
 �  Key Aspects of International Banking, 2014      
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Health Financing is Dominated by Out-of-Pocket Payments in Poorer Countries
Out-of-pocket payments as a share of total health expenditure, 2014(%)

 ATLAS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 2017 
 From World Development Indicators 

 WORLD BANK ATLAS 

May 2017. 128 pages. Stock no. C211080 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1080-0). US$29.95 

 The  Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals 2017  uses maps, charts, and 
analysis to illustrate, trends, challenges, and measurement issues related 
to each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). The  Atlas  primarily 
draws on  World Development Indicators  (WDI)—the World Bank's compilation of 
internationally comparable statistics about global development and the quality 
of people's lives. 

 Given the breadth and scope of the SDGs, the editors have been selective, 
emphasizing issues considered important by experts in the World Bank's 
Global Practices and Cross Cutting Solution Areas. Nevertheless, The  Atlas  
aims to reflect the breadth of the Goals themselves and presents national 
and regional trends and snapshots of progress towards the UN's 17 SDG: 
poverty, hunger, health, education, gender, water, energy, jobs, infrastructure, 
inequalities, cities, consumption, climate, oceans, the environment, peace, 
institutions, and partnerships. 

18  Goal 3 Good health and well-being

Health care financing in many low- and 
middle- income countries is still dominated 
by high out-of-pocket expenditures (figure 
3h). Weaknesses in prepayment mechanisms 
such as taxation or health insurance — and 
user fees imposed at the point of service — 
often impede access to care, especially for the 
poorest.

A meaningful measure of universal coverage 
needs to reflect the ability of a health system 
to protect people from the financial risks 
associated with paying for health care. Uni-
versal coverage should offer protection from 
catastrophic health expenditures — out-of-
pocket payments representing a large share of 
household consumption, usually with a specific 

threshold. It should also protect people from 
impoverishing out-of-pocket payments.

The latest available consumption survey data 
for 110 countries show that in the median coun-
try about 7 percent of the population face out-
of-pocket payments in excess of 10 percent of 
their total consumption, including 3 percent for 
whom health payments represent 15 percent 
or more of their consumption.5 Every year, 
0.74 percent of people are pushed into extreme 
poverty (living on less than $1.90 a day) by out-
of-pocket health payments, and 12 percent of 
those already below the $1.90 line are driven 
deeper into poverty. These problems prevail 
more in countries relying heavily on out-of-
pocket payments to fund health care (figure 3i).

3h Health financing is dominated by out-of-pocket payments in poorer countries
Out-of-pocket payments as a share of total health expenditure, 2014 (%)
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 PATHWAYS FOR PEACE 
 Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflicts 

December 2017. 248 pages. 
Stock no. C211162 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1162-3). 
US$39.95 

 Since 2010, the number and intensity of violent conflicts have increased rapidly. The 
human and economic costs associated with violent conflict are massive, affecting 
long-term stability and prospects for economic development and poverty reduction. 
Today's violent conflicts are protracted and recurring, often part of complex regional 
conflict systems. They affect countries at all income levels and are marked by 
increasing international interference. This creates a new urgency for improving 
national and international approaches to prevention. 

 Conflict takes place in all societies and is an inherent part of human interaction. 
Societies are able to manage most conflicts peacefully. But prevention requires 
approaches and efforts not limited to managing the crisis, but also fostering an 
economic, social, and political environment that addresses the dynamics and root 
causes of violent conflict. 

Pathways for Peace: Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflicts  is a joint 
study by the United Nations and the World Bank. Through innovative analyses 
and systematic review of what has and has not worked, it aims to improve our 
understanding of how domestic development processes interact with international 
security, diplomatic, humanitarian, justice, and human rights efforts to prevent conflict 

from becoming violent. The report identifies critical areas that countries can address to become more peaceful. 

 GLOBAL MIGRATION AND LABOR MARKETS 

 POLICY RESEARCH REPORTS 

September 2017. 248 pages. 
Stock no. C211165 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1165-4). 
US$39.95 

 Labor is one of the few and often most critical assets of the poor. Making better 
employment opportunities available to the poor is one of the main paths to escape 
poverty. Increasing labor mobility—whether internally or across borders—is one of the 
surest ways to connect the poor to better jobs, and is a key part of the development 
process. 

 This Policy Research Report provides an overview of the main patterns of labor 
mobility across the world, and explores how the movement of people across national 
boundaries affects labor market outcomes such as wages and employment in both 
origin and destination labor markets. Areas of policy interest that have previously 
received too little rigorous economic analysis will also be covered, including human 
capital acquisition, female labor force participation, the role of refugees, and the 
circulation of global skills. The report will aid policy makers in assessing the economic 
implications of labor mobility and contribute to the design of welfare and productivity-
enhancing policy tools. 

This Policy Research Report provides an overview of the main patterns of labor 
mobility across the world, and explores how the movement of people across national 
boundaries affects labor market outcomes such as wages and employment in both 

origin and destination labor markets. Areas of policy interest that have previously received too little rigorous economic 
analysis will also be covered, including human capital acquisition, female labor force participation, the role of refugees, 
and the circulation of global skills. The report will aid policy makers in assessing the economic implications of labor 
mobility and contribute to the design of welfare and productivity-enhancing policy tools.

 By United Nations and World Bank 
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 SOUTH ASIA DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

November 2017. 178 pages. 
Stock no. C211155 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1155-5). US$35 

 South Asia is highly vulnerable to climate change. Given that many of the poor live in 
areas prone to climactic shifts and in occupations that are highly climate-sensitive, 
such as agriculture and fisheries, future climate change could have significant 
implications for living standards. At the same time, the effect of climate change 
will vary significantly depending on the level of exposure and the inherent adaptive 
capacities of individuals, households, and communities. It is therefore important to 
understand how climate varies spatially and over time at a relatively granular level 
and to better understand the corresponding spatial effects of climate change on living 
standards. This report will aid in the development of targeted policies to improve 
resilience of the people, especially the poor and vulnerable, to future climatic shifts. 

 Using historic and projected climate and household survey data, this study investigates 
the historic spatial patterns of climate change across South Asia at the district 
level, the effect of changes in long-term average climate on living standards at the 
household level, and where the future hotspots may be. The analysis complements 
studies that have investigated effects of extreme climate events and finds that projected 
future temperature and precipitation changes could create a significant challenge for certain geographic areas and 
populations, which could reduce gains in increases to living standards that have taken place over the past decades.     

 RIDING THE WAVE 
 An East Asian Miracle for the 21st Century 
 By Caterina Ruggeri Laderchi, Nikola Spatafora, Sudhir Shetty, and Salman Zaidi 

SOUTH ASIA’S HOTSPOTS
How Climate Change Will Affect Living Standards
 By Muthukumara Mani, Sushenjit Bandyopadhyay, Shun Chonabayshi, Anil Markandya,
and Thomas Mosier 

 WORLD BANK EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC 
REGIONAL REPORT 

November 2017. 128 pages. 
Stock no. C211145 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1145-6). US$35 

 Developing East Asia has led the way in showing how rapid and broadly shared growth 
can lift millions out of poverty. And, as this report shows, the region has achieved even 
more: The wave of prosperity across the region since the 1980s has lifted 3 out of 5 of 
its citizens into economic security, where their risk of falling into poverty is minimal. 
Alongside this, a solid middle class has emerged in most countries.  

 But these successes do not guarantee that inclusive growth—growth that reduces 
poverty and delivers upward mobility and economic security for all—is assured. The 
region has become more diverse, with progress varying across countries and extreme 
poverty increasingly concentrated among specific groups. Roughly a fifth of the region's 
population still remains at risk of falling into poverty and prospects for upward mobility 
are seen as increasingly elusive across the income distribution, reflecting a growing 
concentration of income and wealth and limited access to basic social services. 
Challenges old and new, including rapid aging and less certain growth prospects, are 
also increasing the premium on economic security for all. Riding the Wave is about 
how countries across the region can effectively confront these challenges and achieve 
inclusive growth. 
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 REALIZING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF SOCIAL SAFETY 
NETS IN AFRICA 
 Edited by Kathleen Beegle, Aline Coudouel, and Emma Monsalve 

 AFRICA DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

September 2017. 125 pages. 
Stock no. C211164 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1164-7). US$35 

 Despite a period of strong economic growth and improvements in many dimensions 
of welfare, extreme poverty remains a pervasive and complex phenomenon in Sub-
Saharan Africa (referred to as Africa in this report). Part of the agenda in recent years 
to tackle poverty in Africa has been the launching of social safety nets programs. The 
number of programs has skyrocketed since the mid-2000s, though many programs 
remain limited in size. 

 For Africa to fully realize the potential of social safety nets and bring its poorest and 
most vulnerable to a point where they can seize economic opportunities. This report 
discusses the decisive shifts which need to occur in three critical spheres: political, 
institutional, and fiscal. 

 THE SKILLS BALANCING ACT IN SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA 
 Investing in Skills for Productivity, Inclusion, and Adaptability 
 By Omar Arias, Indhira Santos, and David K. Evans 

December 2017. 340 pages. 
Stock no. C211149 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1149-4). US$45 

 Nowhere in the world is skills building more vital than in Sub-Saharan Africa. While 
the region faces challenges similar to those faced by other regions at similar stages 
of development, its challenges are also unique. With economic, demographic, and 
technological changes, the world of work and production is rapidly changing. Multiple 
skills are needed in modernizing economies, including foundational cognitive and 
socio-emotional skills as well as technical skills. 

 Yet, despite unprecedented progress getting more children into schools, Sub-Saharan 
African countries have significant gaps in skills formation. Child stunting rates remain 
stubbornly high and in most of the region there is a learning crisis. Skills investments 
in the region require a balancing act. Countries face hard choices to strike the right 
balance between investing in skills that meet the needs of today's highly informal 
and agrarian economies (e.g., basic skills to improve livelihoods) and investing in the 
skills needed to foster economic transformation (e.g., technical skills for catalytic 
sectors); and between investing in the skills for the current generation and in those 
for upcoming ones. While challenging, the region has opportunities for leap-frogging. 
There is today more rigorous evidence on interventions that work to improve learning, 
and Sub-Saharan Africa is often at the frontier of these innovations. 
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 WHAT IS CONSTRAINING INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN 
EGYPT, JORDAN, LEBANON, AND TUNISIA 
 By Shantayanan Devarajan, Auguste Tano Kouame, Hania Sahnoun, and Sahar S. Hussain 

 MENA DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

November 2017. 120 pages. 
Stock no. C211170 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1170-8). US$35 

 In the first decade of the 21st century, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
region registered relatively rapid economic growth, extreme poverty rates declined, 
and inequality as measured by the GINI coefficient was lower than the average for 
middle-income countries and, in most cases, declining. Yet, starting in 2010, the region 
had revolutions in four countries—Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen—and widespread 
protests in several others. This book attempts to shed light on these paradoxical and 
tumultuous events by focusing on four countries, Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan. 

 Based on the Systematic Country Diagnostics (SCD)—an analysis of the constraints to 
inclusive growth—for these countries, the volume shows first that lurking behind the 
achievements up to 2010 were serious economic and social problems. Growth, while 
high, was volatile. Although childhood diseases had been eliminated and everyone went 
to school, the quality of public education and health services was extremely low. And 
while inequality may have been low, the MENA region had the highest unemployment 
rate in the world, with rates for young people and women double the average. The 
middle class in particular were suffering from the lack of formal-sector jobs. But the 
SCDs of the four countries reveal that these factors were only the proximate causes 
of the discontent and unrest in the Arab world. Underlying them was a failure of 
governance that manifested itself in different ways in the four countries. 

 BEYOND SCARCITY 
 Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa 

 MENA DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

August 2017. 224 pages. 
Stock no. C211144 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1144-9). 
US$39.95 

 Water has always been a source of risks and opportunities in the Middle East and North 
Africa. Yet rapidly changing socioeconomic, political, and environmental conditions 
make water security a different, and more urgent, challenge than ever before. 

 This report shows that water security is about much more than just coping with water 
scarcity. It entails ensuring the delivery of affordable and high quality water to citizens 
in order to reinforce relationships between service providers and customers and 
contribute to a renewed social contract. It involves managing the impacts of migration 
on water supplies to ensure—against a backdrop of historic levels of displacement—
that both host and refugee communities enjoy equitable and reliable access without 
degrading water resources. 

 As the report describes, water security is an urgent target, but also a target within 
reach. A host of potential solutions to the region's water management challenges exist. 
To make these solutions work, clear incentives are needed to change the way water is 
managed, conserved, and allocated. Countries in the region also will need to engage 
civil society and youth as well as promote social inclusion. 
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 ERUPTIONS OF POPULAR ANGER 
 The Economics of the Arab Spring and Its Aftermath 
 By Elena lanchovichina 

 MENA DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

September 2017. 190 pages. 
Stock no. C211152 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1152-4). US$35 

 The Arab Spring protests caught most of the world by surprise and precipitated 
a chain of events that changed the course of history in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA), ushering in a period of prolonged political instability and intense civil 
conflicts.  

 The analysis of the Arab Spring aftermath sheds light on the interplay between 
economic, behavioral, institutional, and political factors that have influenced the 
transitions across the region and the risk of civil conflict. The study draws on four 
main bodies of literature on poverty and inequality, subjective well-being, civil conflict, 
and macroeconomics as well as on an eclectic mix of quantitative and qualitative 
methods and data. Given the complex nature of the Arab Spring and its aftermath, the 
study touches also on areas related to political economy and governance.  

 SHIELDING POLICIES FROM PRIVILEGES AND 
DISCRETION IN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 
 Measurement, Policy Instruments, and Operational Implications 
 By Syed Akhtar Mahmood and Meriem Ait Ali Slimane 

 MENA DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

September 2017. 150 pages. 
Stock no. C211159 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1159-3). US$35 

 Recent analytical work trying to explain weak job creation and insufficient private 
sector dynamism in the Middle East and North Africa region point to formal and 
informal barriers to entry and competition. These barriers privilege a few—often 
unproductive—incumbents who enjoy a competition-edge due to their connections or 
ability to influence policy making and implementation. This report proposes to fill this 
policy and operational gap by answering the following question: What good governance 
features should be instilled in the design of economic policies and institutions to help 
shield them from capture, discretion and arbitrary implementation? 

 More specifically, this report aims to move the debate and the rhetoric on privilege, 
capture and cronyism towards a more tractable and operational framework by: i) 
focusing on the systematic measurement of the various dimensions of policy-making 
that could lead to discretionary and unfair behavior; and ii) offering a menu of policy 
entry-points for policy makers to start addressing these issues and limit opportunities 
for capture, discretion and arbitrariness. 
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 WAGE INEQUALITY IN LATIN AMERICA 
 Understanding the Past to Prepare for the Future 
 By Joana Silva and Julian Messina 

 LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

August 2017. 
Stock no. C211039 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1039-8). 
US$39.95 

 This report seeks to explain the over-time trends in wage inequality in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) since the mid-1990s. It explains how wage inequality has been 
associated with household-income inequality in LAC in the past decades, and discusses 
how labor-supply and labor-demand trends have affected wage inequality.  

 The Latin American region achieved something truly remarkable during the 2000s: 
It sustained vigorous economic growth with declining inequality. Other regions in 
the world grew strongly during this period, but this growth was not shared equitably. 
However, lower commodity prices and slower growth in China have reduced Latin 
America's growth prospects in recent years. At the same time, inequality reduction 
has halted in many countries. As the new low-growth scenario hits labor markets, it 
is important to ask whether the social gains of the 2000s can be sustained. Will lower 
wage growth occur across all segments of the wage distribution in Latin America, 
or will the slowdown disproportionately hurt those who have less? Will the economic 
slowdown put the brakes on the reduction of wage inequality in Latin America? To 
answer these forward-looking questions and to know what to expect, it is essential to 
understand the causes of the observed changes in wage inequality in the past decades, 
which is the focus of this research project. 

 INNOVATIVE EXPERIENCES IN ACCESS TO FINANCE 
 Market-Friendly Roles for the Visible Hand? 
 By Augusto de la Torre, Juan Carlos Gozzi, and Sergio L. Schumukler 

 LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

June 2017. 296 pages. 
Stock no. C17080 
(ISBN: 978-0-8213-7080-3). 
US$39.95 

 Interest in access to finance and awareness of its importance have increased 
significantly since the early 2000s. Growing evidence suggests that lack of access to 
credit prevents many households and firms from financing high-return investment 
projects, which has an adverse effect on growth and poverty alleviation. Despite the 
increasing awareness of the importance of access to finance among both researchers 
and policymakers, there are still major gaps in our understanding of the main drivers of 
access, as well as about the impact of different policies. 

 This book aims to fill some of these gaps by discussing recent innovative experiences 
in broadening access to credit in Latin America. The book analyzes some interesting 
experiences from Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and Mexico, most of which have led to 
financial innovation by developing new financial products and coordinating different 
players in the financial sectors to overcome barriers to access to credit. 

 The book provides an analytical framework to understand problems of access to finance 
and a discussion of the effects and optimal design of public interventions. It also 
discusses some open policy questions about the role of the private and public sectors in 
broadening access to finance in a sustainable and market-friendly manner. 
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 STOP THE VIOLENCE IN LATIN AMERICA 
 A Look at Prevention from Cradle to Adulthood 
 By Laura Chioda 

 LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

June 2017. 422 pages. 
Stock no. C210664 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-0664-3). 
US$29.95 

 The Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region has the undesirable distinction of 
being the world's most violent region, with 24.7 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants. 
The magnitude of the problem is staggering and persistent. Of the top 50 most violent 
cities in the world, 42 are in LAC. In 2010 alone, 142,302 people in LAC fell victim to 
homicide, representing 4.06 homicides every 15 minutes. Crime disproportionately 
affects young men aged 20 to 24, whose homicide rate of 92 per 100,000 nearly 
quadruples that of the region. 

 The focus of this report is to identify policy interventions that have been shown to 
affect antisocial behavior early in life and patterns of criminal offending in youth and 
adults. Particular attention is devoted to recent studies that rigorously establish a 
causal link between the interventions in question and outcomes. 

 This publication adopts a lifecycle perspective and argues that as individuals progress 
through different stages of the lifecycle, not only do different sets of risk factors 
arise and take more prominence, but their interactions and interdependencies shape 
human behavior. These interactions and the relative importance of different sets of 
risk factors identify relevant margins that can effectively be targeted by prevention 
policies, not only early in life, but throughout the lifecycle. Indeed prevention can never 
start too early, nor start too late, nor be too comprehensive. 

 IN THE DARK 
 How Much Do Power Sector Distortions Cost to South Asia? 
 By Fan Zhang 

 SOUTH ASIA DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

December 2017. 224 pages. 
Stock no. C211154 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1154-8). 
US$39.95 

Electricity shortages are among the biggest barriers to South Asia’s development. Did 
you know that 30 percent of households in South Asia are not connected to the power 
grid? Even households and firms that are connected often experience long hours of 
blackouts. How much do power sector distortions cost South Asian economies? 

Previous research considers a narrow definition of the power sector which includes 
generation, transmission, and distribution, but often does not account for the upstream 
distortions in coal and gas production, downstream distortions from the lack of 
electricity access, or the pollution generated by fossil-fuel plants. They also address 
only the fiscal costs of distortions though many distortions do not have a direct fiscal 
cost.

This study offers a comprehensive assessment of the economic cost of energy 
sector distortions in Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan. It uses microeconomic data 
from utilities, households, and firms to estimate key parameters for each country. It 
then uses these parameters to generate precise estimates of the cost of regulatory, 
institutional, and social and environmental distortions. The study finds that some of the 
most costly distortions are upstream and downstream.

Urgent power sector reforms should be a top priority because they can rapidly and 
effectively promote economic growth. Smart reforms would reduce the need for 
massive investments in generation because existing capacity is currently poorly utilized. 
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 EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC CITIES 
 Expanding Opportunities for the Urban Poor 
 Edited by Judy L. Baker and Gauri U. Gadgil 

 URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

July 2017. 224 pages. 
Stock no. C211093 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1093-0). 
US$39.95 

 Urbanization in East Asia and the Pacific has created enormous opportunity for 
many. Yet the rapid growth of cities can also create challenges as national and local 
governments try to keep up with the needs of their growing populations. Among these 
challenges is a lack of affordable housing and therefore increasing slums, deficits in 
basic service provision, and widening inequality for urban dwellers. 

 This study focuses on better understanding urban poverty and inequality in East Asian 
cities, recognizing that many countries of the region, particularly those in middle-
income status, are at a critical juncture in the urbanization and growth process where 
potential social divisions in cities could harm prospects for future poverty reduction. 
The study uses a multidimensional approach to understand urban poverty and 
inclusion, and draws on examples of programs and policies that have been successfully 
implemented in the East Asia region to develop a set of guiding principles for policy 
makers. 

 MIGRATING TO OPPORTUNITY 
 Overcoming Barriers to Labor Mobility in Southeast Asia 
 By Mauro Testaverde, Harry Moroz, Claire H. Hollweg, and Achim Schmillen 

September 2017. 352 pages. 
Stock no. C211106 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1106-7). US$45 

 The movement of people in Southeast Asia is an issue of increasing importance. 
Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are now the origin of 
8 percent of the world's migrants. These countries host only 4 percent of the world's 
migrants but intra-regional migration has turned Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand 
into regional migration hubs which are home to 6.5 million ASEAN migrants. 

 However, significant international and domestic labor mobility costs limit the ability 
of workers to change firms, sectors, and geographies in ASEAN. This report takes 
an innovative approach to estimate the costs for workers to migrate internationally. 
Singapore and Malaysia are found to have the lowest international labor mobility costs 
in ASEAN while workers migrating to Myanmar and Vietnam have the highest costs. 
Singapore and Malaysia's more developed migration systems are a key reason for the 
countries' lower international labor mobility costs. 

 How easily workers are able to move to take advantage of new opportunities will be an 
important determinant of how workers fare under the increased economic integration 
planned for ASEAN. To study this question, the report simulates how worker welfare is 
affected by enhanced trade integration under different scenarios of labor mobility costs. 

EAST ASIA AND 
PACIFIC CITIES

Expanding Opportunities  
for the Urban Poor

ISBN 978-1-4648-1093-0

SKU 210363  

Urbanization is transforming the developing world. However, understanding the pace, 

scale, and form of urbanization has been limited by a lack of consistent data. This 

study aims to address this problem by using satellite imagery and other data to measure 

urban expansion across the East Asia and Pacific region between 2000 and 2010. East 

Asia’s Changing Urban Landscape presents trends in urban expansion and population 

growth in more than 850 urban areas—by country, urban area, income group, and city size 

categories—illustrated with maps and charts. It discusses findings related to increasing 

urban population densities across the region and quantifies the administrative 

fragmentation of urban areas that cross local boundaries.

East Asia’s Changing Urban Landscape goes on to discuss implications of the research 

and outlines potential policy options for governments that can help maximize the benefits 

of urban growth. These policy options include strategically acquiring land to prepare for 

future urban expansion; creating national urbanization policies that address the growth of 

the entire system of cities at once in order to support economically efficient urbanization; 

investing in small and medium urban areas; ensuring spatial access to the poor in order to 

make urban growth more inclusive; maximizing the benefits to the environment of existing 

urban density through location, coordination, and design of density; and creating 

mechanisms to support interjurisdictional cooperation across metropolitan areas.

Leaders and policy makers at the national, provincial, and city levels who want to 

understand how trends in their cities compare with others in East Asia, as well as 

researchers and students interested in the transformative phenomenon of urbanization in 

the developing world, will find this book an invaluable resource.  
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 THE INNOVATION PARADOX 
 Developing Country Capabilities and the Unrealized Promise of 
Technological Catch-Up 
 By Xavier Cirera and William F. Maloney 

October 2017. 248 pages. 
Stock no. C211160 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1160-9). 
US$39.95 

 Economists have long argued that developing countries have the potential for high 
productivity growth if they adopt existing technologies and apply them to the local 
context. This report brings a battery of new data sources to explore the innovation 
“paradox”: despite the potential for very high returns, developing countries invest far 
less in adopting and inventing new processes and products than advanced countries. 

 The report posits three broad factors underlying this paradox. First, firms in 
developing countries lack the managerial and technological capabilities to undertake 
meaningful innovation projects. This implies that conventional innovation policies 
are unlikely to be effective, and moving firms up the “capabilities escalator” 
becomes central. A second factor is that firm capability is only one of many critical 
ingredients—for instance, access to financial markets, macroeconomic stability, and 
imported machinery—that are complements to the innovation process, and whose 
absence lowers the return to innovation in developing countries. This implies that 
cultivating an effective innovation system will be a greater policy challenge, and that 
standard measures of innovation performance, such as R&D or GDP, are misleading. 
Finally, government capabilities required to redress the previous two points are also 
correspondingly weaker in developing countries, so building these capabilities needs 
to be explicitly integrated in formulating innovation policy. 

 THE 1.5 BILLION PEOPLE QUESTION 
How Are Countries Moving from Food toward Cash Transfer?
 Edited by Harold Alderman, Ugo Gentilini, and Ruslan Yemtsov 

September 2017. 320 pages. 
Stock no. C211087 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1087-9). US$45 

 Most of the people in low- and middle-income countries covered by social protection 
receive assistance in the form of in-kind food. The origin of such support is rooted in 
countries' historical pursuit of three interconnected objectives, namely attaining self-
sufficiency in food, managing domestic food prices, and providing income support to 
the poor.  

 This volume sheds light on the complex, bumpy and non-linear process of how some 
flagship food-based social protection programs have evolved over time, and how 
they currently work. In particular, it lays out the broad trends in reforms, including a 
growing move from in-kind modalities to cash transfers, from universality to targeting, 
and from agriculture to social protection. Case studies from Egypt, India, Indonesia, 
Mexico, Sri Lanka, and United States document the specific experiences of managing 
the process of reform and implementation, including enhancing our understanding of 
the opportunities and challenges with different social protection transfer modalities. 
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 A STEP AHEAD 
 Competition Policy for Shared Prosperity and Inclusive Growth 
 Edited by Martha Martinez Licetti, Georgiana Pop, and Tania Priscilla Begazo Gomez 

 TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 242 pages. 
Stock no. C210945 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-0945-3). 
US$39.95 

 Sustainable economic development has played a major role in the decline of global 
poverty in the last two decades. There is no doubt that competitive markets are key 
drivers of economic growth and productivity. They are also valuable channels for 
consumer welfare. Competition policy is a powerful tool for complementing efforts 
to alleviate poverty and bring about shared prosperity. An effective competition policy 
involves measures that enable contestability and firm entry and rivalry while ensuring 
the enforcement of antitrust laws and state aid control. Governments from emerging 
and developing economies are increasingly requesting pragmatic solutions for effective 
competition policy implementation and recommendations for procompetitive sectoral 
policies. 

 This book puts forward a research agenda that advocates the importance of market 
competition, effective market regulation, and competition policies for achieving 
inclusive growth and shared prosperity in emerging and developing economies. It is 
the result of a global partnership and shared commitment between the World Bank 
Group and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
The first half of the book brings together existing empirical evidence on the benefits of 
competition for household welfare. It covers the elimination of anticompetitive practices 
and regulations that restrict competition in key markets and highlights the effects 
of competition on small producers and on employment. In its second half, the book 
focuses on the distributional effects of competition policies and how enforcement can 
be better aligned with shared prosperity goals. 

 OIL, GAS, AND MINING 
 A Sourcebook for Understanding the Extractive Industries 
 By Peter D. Cameron and Michael C. Stanley 

June 2017. 318 pages. 
Stock no. C19658 
(ISBN: 978-0-8213-9658-2). US$45 

Oil, Gas, and Mining: A Sourcebook for Understanding the Extractive Industries  provides 
developing countries with a technical understanding and practical options around oil, 
gas, and mining sector development issues. 

 A central premise of the Sourcebook is that good technical knowledge can better inform 
political, economic, and social choices with respect to sector development and the 
related risks and opportunities. The guidance provided by the Sourcebook assumes a 
broad set of overarching principles, all centered on good governance and directed at 
achieving positive and broadly based sustainable development outcomes. 

 This Sourcebook is rich in presenting options to challenges, on the understanding that 
contexts and needs vary, and that there is much to be gained from appreciating the 
lessons learned from a broad set of experiences. 

The Sourcebook is available in print and in a constantly evolving online version at www.eisourcebook.org



16 www.worldbank.org/publications • books@worldbank.org WORLD BANK PUBLICATIONS AND ePRODUCTS

 The Syrian refugee crisis has galvanized attention to one of the world’s foremost 
challenges: forced displacement. The total number of refugees and internally 
displaced persons, now at over 65 million, continues to grow as violent conflict spikes. 
This report, which was produced in close partnership with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), attempts to sort fact from fiction to better 
understand the scope of the challenge and encourage new thinking from a socio-
economic perspective. 

 It depicts the reality of forced displacement as a developing world crisis with 
implications for sustainable growth: 95 percent of the displaced live in developing 
countries and over half are in displacement for more than four years. To help the 
displaced, it focuses on their vulnerabilities such as loss of assets and lack of legal 
rights and opportunities, and suggests ways to provide development support to 
rebuild their lives with dignity. It also examines how to help host communities that 
need to manage the sudden arrival of large numbers of displaced people, while under 
pressure to expand services, create jobs, and address long-standing development 
issues. 

 Critical to this response is collective action. As work on a new Global Compact 
on Responsibility Sharing for Refugees progresses, the report underscores the importance of humanitarian and 
development communities working together in complementary ways to support countries throughout the crisis—from 
strengthening resilience and preparedness at the onset toward creating lasting solutions. 

F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 FORCIBLY DISPLACED 
 Toward a Development Approach Supporting Refugees, the Internally 
Displaced, and Their Hosts 

June 2017. 282 pages. 
Stock no. C210938 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-0938-5). 
US$39.95 

 THE CHANGING WEALTH OF NATIONS 2017 
 Edited by Glenn-Marie Lange, Kevin Carey, and Quentin Wodon 

October 2017. 240 pages. 
Stock no. C211046 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1046-6). 
US$39.95 

 National income is underpinned by a country's wealth—measured comprehensively to 
include all assets, produced capital, human capital, natural capital and net financial 
assets—and sustained economic growth over the long term requires investment in 
this broad portfolio of assets. While a macroeconomic indicator like GDP provides an 
important measure of economic progress, it does not reflect changes in the underlying 
asset base, and hence, used alone, may provide misleading signals about the state 
of the economy. GDP does not reflect depreciation and depletion of assets, whether 
accumulation of wealth keeps pace with population growth, or whether the mix of 
different assets will support a country's development goals. GDP indicates whether an 
economy is growing; Comprehensive Wealth indicates the prospects for maintaining 
economic growth over the long term. Economic performance is best evaluated by 
monitoring both. 

The Changing Wealth of Nations 2017  is the latest report on Comprehensive Wealth 
by the World Bank. It provides a time series from 1995 to 2014 for 140 countries, 
covering produced capital, 19 types of natural capital, net foreign assets, and, for the 
first time, an explicit measure of human capital, based on the well-known Jorgenson-
Fraumeni lifetime earnings approach. Trends in wealth and sustainable development 

are assessed, and wealth accounts are used to address a range of important development topics such as economic 
diversification of resource rich economies, and the gains in national wealth that could be achieved by universal primary 
education. 
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understand the scope of the challenge and 

encourage new thinking from a socio-economic 

perspective. The report depicts the reality of 

forced displacement as a developing world crisis 

with implications for sustainable growth: 95% 

of the displaced live in developing countries 

and over half are displaced for four or more 

years. To help the displaced, it focuses on their 

vulnerabilities such as loss of assets, lack of 

legal rights and opportunities, and suggests 

ways to rebuild their lives with dignity through 

development support. It also examines how to 

help host communities manage the sudden 

arrival of large numbers of displaced people, 

under pressure to expand services, create jobs 

and address long-standing development issues. 

Critical to this response is collective action. 

As a new Global Compact on Responsibility 

Sharing for Refugees takes shape, the report 

underscores the importance of humanitarian 

and development communities working together 

in complementary ways to support countries 

throughout the crisis—from strengthening 

resilience and preparedness at the onset  

toward lasting solutions.

ISBN 978-1-4648-0938-5

SKU 210938
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 MEASURING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SOCIAL 
PROTECTION 
 Concepts and Applications 
 By Ruslan Yemtsov, Maddalena Honorati, Brooks Evans, Zurab Sajaia, and Michael Lokshin 

 STREAMLINED ANALYSIS WITH ADEPT 
SOFTWARE 

October 2017. 
Stock no. C211090 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1090-9). 
US$39.95 

Measuring the Effectiveness of Social Protection: Concepts and Applications  provides the 
conceptual and analytical framework for assessing social protection (SP) programs, 
as well as provides a practical guide for users seeking to conduct analysis, particularly 
using the World Bank's Software Platform for Automated Economic Analysis (ADePT). 
The manual provides a comprehensive unique resource to tie together social policy 
theory, concepts and practical analytical techniques. 

 The book content is targeted at policymakers and practitioners worldwide seeking to 
improve the outcomes of their social protection policies. It suggests advanced methods 
and a new rapid analysis instrumental for technical experts working on quantitative 
SP analysis for their ministry, national statistics offices, think tanks, universities, or 
development organizations. 

 The book aims to equip users with different statistical background and SP knowledge to 
independently conduct SP analysis and prepare a standardized set of tables and graphs 
to conduct different types of SP performance analysis, ranging from benchmarking SP 
performance within and across countries, simulating the performance of alternative 
reform options, and assessing the viability of proposed programs. 

 ICT IN AGRICULTURE  (UPDATED EDITION)
 Connecting Smallholders to Knowledge, Networks, and Institutions 

July 2017. 456 pages. 
Stock no. C211002 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1002-2). 
US$39.95 

 Information and communication technology (ICT) has always mattered in agriculture. 
Ever since people have grown crops, raised livestock, and caught fish, they have sought 
information from one another. Today, ICT represents a tremendous opportunity for 
rural populations to improve productivity, to enhance food and nutrition security, to 
access markets, and to find employment opportunities in a revitalized sector. ICT has 
unleashed incredible potential to improve agriculture, and it has found a foothold even 
in poor smallholder farms. 

ICT in Agriculture (Updated Edition)  is the revised version of the popular ICT in 
Agriculture e-Sourcebook, first launched in 2011 and designed to support practitioners, 
decision makers, and development partners who work at the intersection of ICT and 
agriculture. Our hope is that this updated Sourcebook will be a practical guide to 
understanding current trends, implementing appropriate interventions, and evaluating 
the impact of ICT interventions in agricultural programs.  
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 CAPTURING SOLUTIONS FOR LEARNING AND 
SCALING UP 
 Documenting Operational Experiences for Organizational Learning and 
Knowledge Sharing 
 By Steffen Soulejman Janus 

June 2017. 130 pages. 
Stock no. C211114 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1114-2). US$35 

 Is your organization missing important lessons from its operational experiences? This 
step-by-step guide shows you how to systematically capture such knowledge and use 
it to inform decision making, support professional learning, and scale up successes. 
The captured lessons—knowledge assets, the central element needed for learning—
are consistently formatted documents that use operational experience to answer a 
specific question or challenge. 

 The guide describes how to create and use knowledge assets in five steps: (1) identify 
important lessons learned by participants, (2) capture those lessons with text or 
multimedia documents, (3) confirm their validity, (4) prepare them for dissemination, 
and (5) use them for sharing, replication, and scaling up. Included tools, templates, 
and checklists help you accomplish each step. 

 MOVING BEYOND ZERO 
 Assessment of Post-Ebola Health Systems 
 By Ramesh Govindaraj, Christopher H. Herbst, Oluwayemisi B. Ajumobi, Christopher Rockmore, Moulay Driss El Idrissi, Netsanet W. Workie, and 
John Paul Clark 

September 2017. 176 pages. 
Stock no. C211109 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1109-8). US$35 

Moving beyond Zero addresses the challenge of enabling the development of viable, 
resilient, and fiscally sustainable health system in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. 
Initiated while Ebola was still raging in all of the three most-affected countries in West 
Africa, it identifies the requirements for strengthening the health systems in these 
countries to go beyond just getting the number of Ebola cases to zero. The overall goal 
of this study is thus twofold:  

 To assess the capacity of the health systems of the three most-affected countries in 
terms of their ability to deliver quality health services to their populations, perform 
core public health functions on a routine basis, and to respond to public health 
emergencies. 

 To identify the highest impact strategies to help these countries to strengthen their 
health systems to be more effective and resilient, drilling down into three key aspects 
of the health system—that is, fiscal space for universal health coverage (UHC), 
development and deployment of an effective health workforce, and continuous disease 
surveillance.  
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 DISEASE CONTROL PRIORITIES, THIRD EDITION 
(VOLUME 9) 
 Improving Health and Reducing Poverty 
 Edited by Dean T. Jamison, Hellen Gelband, Susan Horton, Prabhat Jha, and Ramanan Laxminarayan 

 DISEASE CONTROL PRIORITIES 

December 2017. 300 pages. 
Stock no. C210527 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-0527-1). US$35 

 As the culminating volume in the DCP3 series, volume 9 will provide an overview 
of DCP3 findings and methods, a summary of messages and substantive lessons 
to be taken from DCP3, and a further discussion of cross-cutting and synthesizing 
topics across the first eight volumes. The introductory chapters (1-3) in this volume 
take as their starting point the elements of the Essential Packages presented in the 
overview chapters of each volume. First, the chapter on intersectoral policy priorities 
for health includes fiscal and intersectoral policies and assembles a subset of the 
population policies and applies strict criteria for a low-income setting in order to 
propose a "highest-priority" essential package. Second, the chapter on packages of 
care and delivery platforms for universal health coverage (UHC) includes health sector 
interventions, primarily clinical and public health services, and uses the same approach 
to propose a highest priority package of interventions and policies that meet similar 
criteria, provides cost estimates, and describes a pathway to UHC. 

 Also Available in Hardback edition:  

DISEASE CONTROL PRIORITIES, THIRD EDITION (VOLUME 9): Improving Health and 
Reducing Poverty.  

November 2017. 300 pages. Stock no. C210529 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0529-5). 

 About the Disease Control Priorities Series 
 The  third edition  of  Disease Control Priorities  aims to meet the critical need for quantitative evidence on the benefits 
and costs of diverse health interventions. DCP3 expands the scope of assessments presented in the first and second 
editions. This nine-volume set, organized by health condition, presents systematic economic evaluations, based on 
newly developed methods of interventions, delivery platforms, and policies. 

 Additional recent volumes in DCP3: 

  For more information on the series, visit  www.dcp-3.org . 
 

 �     Volume 5: Cardiovascular, Respiratory, and Related Disorders . 
October 2017. Paperback (Stock no. C210518. ISBN 978-1-4648-0518-
9. US$35). Hardback (Stock no. C210519. ISBN 978-1-4648-0519-6. 
US$55). 

 �   Volume 6: Major Infectious Diseases . September 2017. Paperback 
(Stock no. C210524. ISBN 978-1-4648-0524-0. US$35). Hardback (Stock 
no. C210526. ISBN 978-1-4648-0526-4. US$55). 

 �   Volume 7: Injury Prevention and Environmental Health . August 2017. 
Paperback (Stock no. C210522. ISBN 978-1-4648-0522-6. US$35). 
Hardback (Stock no. C210521. ISBN 978-1-4648-0521-9. US$55). 

 �   Volume 8: Child and Adolescent Health and Development . September 
2017. Paperback (Stock no. C210423. ISBN 978-1-4648-0423-6. US$35). 
Hardback (Stock no. C210517. ISBN 978-1-4648-0517-2.US$55). 
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F E A T U R E D  T I T L E S

 TROUBLE IN THE MAKING? 
 The Future of Manufacturing-Led Development 
 By Mary Hallward-Driemeier and Gaurav Nayyar 

October 2017. 128 pages. 
Stock no. C211174 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1174-6). US$35 

 Globalization and new technologies are impacting the desirability and feasibility of 
what has historically been the most successful development strategy. Manufacturing 
has been seen as special, promising both productivity gains and job creation. But trade 
is slowing. Global value chains (GVC) are maturing. Robotics, artificial intelligence, 
3D printing, and the Internet of things are shifting what makes locations attractive for 
production and threatening significant disruptions in employment. There is a risk of 
increased polarization, within countries and across countries. 

 Shifting the attention from high-income countries, this report takes the perspective of 
developing countries to ask: If new technologies reduce the importance of low-wage 
labor, how can developing countries compete? Do countries need to industrialize to 
develop? How can countries at different levels of development take advantage of new 
opportunities? 

 Development strategies need to broaden. Different manufacturing sub-sectors can 
still provide productivity growth or jobs; fewer can deliver both. Many of the pro-
development characteristics traditionally associated with manufacturing—tradability, 
scale, innovation, learning-by-doing—are increasingly features of services. With faster 
diffusion of technology, it will be all the more important for countries to improve the 

enabling environment, remain open to trade, and support capabilities of firms and workers to ensure future prosperity is 
shared. 

 GLOBAL INVESTMENT COMPETITIVENESS REPORT 
2017/2018 

October 2017. 96 pages. 
Stock no. C211175 
(ISBN: 978-1-4648-1175-3). US$35 

The Global Investment Competitiveness Report 2017/2018  is a biannual publication that 
provides new research, empirical evidence, and perspectives on the key dimensions 
of countries' investment climates. Its objectives are to fill existing gaps in investment 
climate data and knowledge; advance thought leadership and reinforce the analytical 
foundation of various investment climate reform areas; and further the design and 
implementation of investment climate reforms in developing countries. 

 This inaugural report presents the findings of a global investor survey of 1,000 foreign 
investors in developing countries, which will help fill existing gaps in investment 
climate data and knowledge. It measures global business perceptions about the 
role of specific aspects of investment climates in developing countries, including 
investment incentives, entry regimes, linkage opportunities, political risk and investor 
protection guarantees, as well as international investment agreements. 

 The report includes a set of policy research chapters exploring new frontiers in 
research and analysis on the following topics: Outward FDI from Developing Countries; 
Tax Incentives and FDI in Developing Countries; FDI in Fragile and Conflict Countries; 
and FDI and High-Growth Firms in Developing Countries. 
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O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S

 WORLD BANK eLIBRARY 
 elibrary.worldbank.org 
World Bank eLibrary  is a subscription-based platform designed to meet the 
unique needs of students, researchers, and librarians. 

eLibrary  contains the complete collection of all World Bank books, working 
papers, and journal articles since the 1990s. Topics cover a broad range 
of social and economic development issues including development policy, 
finance, health, education, climate change, and poverty. 

Recently added:  

 �   Top 50+ World Development Indicators for countries and regions 
 �  New World Bank series and select translated titles 

Benefits for users include the following:  

 �   Full-text and metadata-based search 
 �  Books in PDF and ePub, chapter-level results from 2013 to present, 

and HTML for 2014 publications to present 
 �  Multiple browse and filtering options 
 �  eAlerts based on content preferences or search criteria 
 �  Off-campus mobile access 
 �  Linked references and citation tools 

Benefits for libraries and administrators:  

 �   Indexing in popular library search and discovery services 
 �  On-demand COUNTER 4-compliant usage reports 
 �  Free downloadable MARC records, metadata, and KBART holdings 
 �  Self-service account management 
 �  Library branding 
 �  Authentication via Athens and Shibboleth 

  For more information, visit  elibrary.worldbank.org  or email 
onlineresources@worldbank.org.  

   “Any library, public or academic, with patrons who have a need to research the most 
current news, economics, and business trends from around the world would greatly 
benefit from The World Bank eLibrary.”  

 — Against the Grain 

 

 Request a free trial today! 
 Free trials are available for institutions. To request a free trial or a price quote, please contact your preferred  eLibrary  
sales representative or customer service at  onlineresources@worldbank.org . 
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A G R I C U LT U R E  •  E D U C A T I O N

A G R I C U LT U R E

 AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA 
 Telling Myths from Facts 
 Edited by Luc Christiaensen and Lionel Demery 

 Do current stylized facts about African agriculture and 
rural livelihoods reflect reality? In rapidly-changing 
and data-scarce environments they risk being 
outdated and misleading. This report re-examines 

conventional wisdom about African farmers, from the bottom up and 
recognizing the complexities involved.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 175 pages. Stock no. C211134 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1134-0). US$35.  

 THE LITTLE GREEN DATA BOOK 
2017 
 The  Little Green Data Book  is a pocket-sized ready 
reference on key environmental data for over 200 
countries.  
 WORLD DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS 

July 2017. 246 pages. Stock no. C211034 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1034-3). 
US$19.95.  

C O N F L I C T  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

 DATA-DRIVEN DECISION MAKING 
IN FRAGILE CONTEXTS 
 Evidence from Sudan 
 Edited by Alexander Hamilton and Craig Hammer 

 This volume explores methods and insights for data 
collection and use in fragile contexts, with a focus 
on Sudan. It poses several questions on the political 

economy of data, and then sets out a framework for assessing the 
validity, reliability, and potential impact of data on decision-making in a 
fragile country.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 224 pages. Stock no. C211064 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1064-0). US$39.95.  

E D U C A T I O N

 DATA FOR LEARNING 
 Building a Smart Education Data 
System 
 By Husein Abdul-Hamid 

 Learning series sheds light on challenges in building 
a data system and provides actionable direction 
on how to navigate the complex issues associated 

with education data for better learning outcomes and beyond. In this 
volume we focus on "How-to: Building a Smart Education Data System" 
detailing the key ingredients of successful data systems.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 400 pages. Stock no. C211099 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1099-2). US$49.95.  

 FROM COMPLIANCE TO 
LEARNING 
 A System for Harnessing the Power of 
Data in the State of Maryland 
 By Husein Abdul-Hamid, Sarah Mintz, and Namrata 
Saraogi 

 This study builds on a 2015 World Bank report that 
assessed education management information systems (EMIS) in the 
State of Maryland. That report uncovered a successful system and this 
one expands on lessons learned and ways to apply them in practice.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

April 2017. 152 pages. Stock no. C211058 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1058-9). US$35.  

 LESSONS LEARNED FROM 
WORLD BANK EDUCATION 
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
SYSTEM OPERATIONS 
 Portfolio Review, 1998-2014 
 By Husein Abdul-Hamid, Namrata Saraogi, and Sarah Mintz 

 This report provides an overview of the World Bank Education's portfolio 
in the area of Education Management Information Systems (EMIS) over 
the past 17 years from 1998 to 2014. It seeks to identify overall trends 
and characteristics of Bank support in this area, with the intent of 
informing future project preparation and analytical work.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

April 2017. 160 pages. Stock no. C211056 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1056-5). US$35.  

 SHARING HIGHER EDUCATION'S 
PROMISE BEYOND THE FEW IN 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
 By Peter Darvas, Shang Gao, Yijun Shen, and Bilal Bawany 

 This report aims to improve understanding of equity in 
tertiary enrollment in Sub-Saharan African countries, 
to examine the extent to which inequity inhibits 

the ability of African universities to effectively drive improvements in 
overall quality of life and economic competitiveness, and to identify 
effectiveness of government equity policies.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

July 2017. 118 pages. Stock no. C211050 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1050-3). US$35.  

 SRI LANKA EDUCATION SECTOR 
ASSESSMENT 
 Achievements, Challenges, and Policy 
Options 
 By Halil Dundar, Benoit Millot, Michelle Riboud, 
Mari Shojo, Harsha Aturupane, Sangeeta Goyal, and 
Dhushyanth Raju 

 Sri Lanka has enjoyed high school enrollment rates for several decades. 
Nevertheless, it still faces major challenges in the education sector. 
This report comprehensively reviews the performance of Sri Lanka's 
education sector, analyzes the most critical constraints, and identifies 
strategic priorities and policy options to address them.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

July 2017. 230 pages. Stock no. C211052 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1052-7). US$39.95.  
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E N E R G Y  •  F I N A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E C T O R  D E V E L O P M E N T

 STEPPING UP SKILLS IN URBAN 
GHANA 
 Snapshot of the STEP Skills 
Measurement Survey 
 By Peter Darvas, Marta Favara, and Tamara Arnold 

 The Skills Toward Employment and Productivity 
(STEP) Survey is an initiative carried out in over 14 

countries globally. Ghana has made progress in expanding access to 
basic education, having achieved near universal access to primary 
education, however challenges persist with improving the quality of 
basic education to enhance learning outcomes.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 178 pages. Stock no. C211012 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1012-1). US$35.  

 TOWARD MORE EFFICIENT AND 
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SOCIAL 
SPENDING IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
 By Pablo Acosta, Rita Almeida, Thomas Gindling, and 
Christine Lao Pena 

 This report looks at the trends in public social 
spending in Central America from 2007 to 2014, 

conducts international benchmarking, examines measures of the 
effectiveness and efficiency of social spending, and assesses the quality 
of selected institutions influencing public social spending.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

May 2017. 146 pages. Stock no. C211060 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1060-2). US$35.  

E N E R G Y

 ENERGY PRICING POLICIES FOR 
INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 By Guillermo Beylis and Barbara Cunha 

 Developing countries tend to subsidize energy 
products. This study finds that these subsidies can 
be very expensive when oil prices increase—as in the 

2000s. Moreover, they are an inefficient tool for protecting the poor.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 190 pages. Stock no. C211111 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1111-1). US$35.  

 FISCAL AND WELFARE IMPACTS 
OF ELECTRICITY SUBSIDIES IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA 
 Edited by Marco Antonio Hernandez Ore, Luis Alvaro 
Sanchez, Liliana D. Sousa, and Leopoldo Tornarolli 

 Central American countries spend significant public 
resources subsidizing electricity, but the majority of 

subsidies go to higher-income households. This study assesses the 
fiscal and welfare impacts of electricity subsidies in Central America, 
and simulates reform options.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 175 pages. Stock no. C211104 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1104-3). US$35.  

 PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FOR 
DEFINING A SMART GRID 
MODERNIZATION STRATEGY 
 The Case of Distribution (Revised 
Edition) 
 By Marcelino Madrigal, Robert Uluski, and Kwawu Mensan 

Gaba 

 Smart grids are for everyone but require the vision and investment 
plans for grid modernization. This document provides some practical 
elements on how to develop a smart grid vision and investment plan 
with a focus on the distribution side and also briefly discusses finance 
and regulatory issues.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

March 2017. 176 pages. Stock no. C211054 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1054-1). US$35.  

 TUBERCULOSIS MUST FALL! 
 A Multisector Partnership in Southern 
Africa's Mining Sector 
 By Patrick L. Osewe and Barry Kistnasamy 

 The book examines how a collaborative platform was 
established to cover 10 Southern African countries, 
and details the processes through which multiple 

countries, ministries, sectors, and partners have been brought together 
to address the varied dimensions of tuberculosis.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

September 2017. 110 pages. Stock no. C211150 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1150-0). US$35.00.  

F I N A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E C T O R 
D E V E L O P M E N T

 BRINGING E-MONEY TO THE 
POOR 
 Successes and Failures 
 By Thyra A. Riley and Anoma Kulathunga 

 Universal access to financial services is within reach, 
thanks to new technologies, transformative business 
models, and ambitious reforms. However, technology 

is not a silver bullet and these case studies explore what other strategic 
elements need to be in place for a country to increase financial access.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 304 pages. Stock no. C210462 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0462-5). US$39.95.  

 CROSS-BORDER LABOR 
MOBILITY, REMITTANCES AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
SOUTH ASIA 
 Edited by Deepak Bhattasali and Dilip Ratha 

 Remittances from international migrant workers play 
an important role in South Asia, helping to reduce 

poverty and pay for schooling and healthcare. This study examines the 
drivers, development impacts and policy aspect, with a special focus on 
management and regulation of migration and remittances in the region.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 432 pages. Stock no. C210321 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0321-5). US$44.95.  

The Skills Toward Employment and Productivity (STEP) survey is an initiative of the World Bank in cooperation 
with other development partners and nongovernmental agencies. It was carried out in more than 14 countries 
globally. In Ghana, the first phase of the survey focusing on adults in urban communities was undertaken in 
partnership with the University of Ghana’s Institute of Statistical, Social, and Economic Research (ISSER); the 
Ministry of Education; the Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (COTVET); and the 
Ghana Statistical Service (GSS).

Stepping Up Skills in Urban Ghana provides detailed insights from the survey for policy makers. These insights 
cover areas including investments in early childhood education, the role of improvements in the quality of 
education, and the creation of incentives for economic actors to invest in on-the job training to improve 
Ghana’s competitiveness and the wellbeing of its citizens.

ISBN 978-1-4648-1012-1

SKU 211012
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G O V E R N A N C E  •  I N F O R M AT I O N  A N D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N  T E C H N O L O G I E S

 GLOBAL REPORT ON ISLAMIC 
FINANCE 2016 
 A Catalyst for Shared Prosperity? 
 This report presents Islamic finance perspective 
on critical developmental issues such as growing 
inequality and imbalances in the distribution of wealth 
and how to enhance shared prosperity. 

 February 2017. 248 pages. Stock no. C210926 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0926-2). US$39.95 

P O P U L A R  T I T L E

G O V E R N A N C E

 INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES TO 
PROMOTE BUDGET LITERACY 
 Key Findings and Lessons Learned 
 By Harika Masud, Helene Pfeil, Sanjay Agarwal, and 
Alfredo Gonzalez Briseno 

 This book elaborates on approaches, learning 
outcomes, pedagogical strategies and assessment 

approaches for budget literacy education, and presents lessons that are 
relevant for the development of budget literacy initiatives.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

June 2017. 234 pages. Stock no. C211071 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1071-8). US$39.95.  

 STRENGTHENING DOMESTIC 
RESOURCE MOBILIZATION IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
 Moving from Theory to Practice in 
Low- and Middle-Income Countries 
 By Raul Junquera-Varela and Marijn Verhoeven 

 This book reviews the trends in tax revenue collection in developing 
countries. The book reviews the special challenges facing low income 
countries, which have traditionally relied on indirect revenues in the 
context of limited formalization of their economies.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 144 pages. Stock no. C211073 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1073-2). US$35.  

 THE LAST MILE TO QUALITY 
SERVICE DELIVERY IN JORDAN 
 By Tamer Samah Rabie, Samira Nikaein Towfighian, Cari 
Clark, and Melani Camrnett 

 This report begins to fill this gap by investigating the 
role of within-facility accountability mechanisms in the 
education and health sectors of Jordan. To do this, an 

analysis of existing and original data from these sectors was conducted 
in which the association of within-facility monitoring and provider effort 
was quantified.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

May 2017. 122 pages. Stock no. C211069 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1069-5). US$35.  

 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
2017 
 Governance and the Law 
 The  World Development Report 2017  on governance 
and the law sheds light on how a better 
understanding of governance can bring about more 
effective policy interventions to achieve sustainable 

improvements in welfare. 
  WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

February 2017. 304 pages. Stock no. C210950 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0950-7). US$39.95  

P O P U L A R  T I T L E

H E A LT H ,  N U T R I T I O N ,  A N D 
P O P U L A T I O N

 GHANA NATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE SCHEME 
 Improving Financial Sustainability 
Based on Expenditure Review 
 By Huihui Wang, Nathaniel Otoo, Lydia Dsane-Selby, and 
Jie Huang 

 Against the backdrop of Ghana National Health 
Insurance Scheme (NHIS), this book analyzes patterns of health sector 
expenditure and NHIS claims expenditure, identifies key factors affecting 
expenditure level and efficiency, and provides policy recommendations 
how to improve efficiency and financial sustainability of NHIS.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

August 2017. 60 pages. Stock no. C211117 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1117-3). US$29.95.  

I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N 
T E C H N O L O G I E S

 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
2016 
 Digital Dividends 
 The digital revolution has forged ahead, but “analog 
complements”—regulations promoting entry and 
competition, skills enabling workers to leverage 
the new economy, and institutions accountable 

to citizens—have not kept pace. Countries need a strong analog 
foundation to deliver digital dividends of faster growth, more jobs, and 
better services. 
  WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

January 2016. 376 pages. Stock no. C210671 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0671-1). US$35.00  
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I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  E C O N O M I C S  A N D 
F I N A N C E

 RETHINKING INFRASTRUCTURE 
IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN 
 Spending Better to Achieve More 
 By Marianne Fay, Luis Alberto Andres, Charles Fox, Ulf 
Narloch, Stephane Straub, and Michael Slawson 

 Latin America and the Caribbean does not have the infrastructure it 
needs, or deserves, given its income. Many argue that the solution is 
to spend more; by contrast, this report has one main message: Latin 
America can dramatically narrow its infrastructure service gap by 
spending efficiently on the right things.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 125 pages. Stock no. C211101 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1101-2).  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E C O N O M I C S  A N D 
T R A D E

 LOGISTICS COMPETENCES, 
SKILLS, AND TRAINING 
 A Global Overview 
 By Alan McKinnon, Christoph Floethmann, Kai Hoberg, 
and Christina Busch 

 This report covers the skills and competences that 
enable the logistics industry to perform its role 

effectively. Survey results suggest that around the world the industry 
struggles to find and retain properly skilled personnel. The report 
reviews initiatives and policies to enhance the skills and create quality 
logistics jobs.  
 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

August 2017. 100 pages. Stock no. C211140 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1140-1). US$35.  

 NON-TARIFF MEASURES 
 Quantitative Methods for Assessing 
Economic Effects 
 By Olivier Cadot, Michael J. Ferrantino, Julien Gourdon, 
and José-Daniel Reyes 

 Non-tariff measures (NTMs) in international trade 
continues to cause trade costs to be high and to 

impede the further growth of trade and the gains that can be derived 
from trade. This book discusses some of the analytical methods that 
can be used to estimate the impact of NTMs on international trade, and 
the possible gains from their reform.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 105 pages. Stock no. C211138 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1138-8). US$35.  

M A C R O E C O N O M I C S  A N D  E C O N O M I C 
G R O W T H

 MOROCCO 2040 
 Emerging by Investing in Intangible 
Capital 
 By Jean-Pierre Chauffour 

 Morocco 2040: Emerging by Investing in Intangible 
Capital documents the major economic and social 
strides made by Morocco over the past 15 years and 

analyzes the policies and political economy conditions for accelerating 
the pace of economic catch-up by 2040.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

July 2017. 336 pages. Stock no. C211066 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1066-4). US$45.  

P O V E R T Y  R E D U C T I O N

 PATHWAYS TO PROSPERITY IN 
RURAL MALAWI 
 By Andrew Dabalen, Alejandro de la Fuente, Aparajita 
Goyal, Wendy Karamba, Nga Thi Viet Nguyen, and
Tomomi Tanaka 

 By most accounts, poverty reduction in rural Malawi 
has lacked dynamism in the past decade and the 
gains from prosperity have not always reached the 

poorest. This report explores the obstacles to reducing rural poverty and 
proposes a set of potential solutions to overcome them.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

June 2017. 166 pages. Stock no. C210997 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0997-2). US$35.  

 THE DISTRIBUTIONAL IMPACT OF 
TAXES AND TRANSFERS 
 Evidence from Eight Developing 
Countries 
 Edited by Gabriela Inchauste and Nora Lustig 

 This volume presents country studies that apply 
comprehensive and comparable fiscal incidence 

analysis—using the Commitment to Equity approach—to examine how 
taxation and public expenditures affect income inequality and poverty.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. Stock no. C211091 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1091-6). US$45.  

 WHEN GROWTH IS NOT ENOUGH 
 Explaining the Rigidity of Poverty in 
the Dominican Republic 
 Edited by Francisco Galrao Carneiro and Sophie Sirtaine 

 This book assembles a collection of empirical 
analyses that explore three complementary 
hypotheses that could help understand why the 

Dominican Republic continues, to this date, experiencing high economic 
growth rates with limited poverty reduction.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

May 2017. 178 pages. Stock no. C211036 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1036-7). US$35.  
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 POVERTY AND SHARED PROSPERITY 
2016 
 Taking on Inequality 
  Poverty and Shared Prosperity 2016  is the first of 
a biannual flagship report that provides a global 
audience comprising development practitioners, 
policy makers, researchers, advocates, and citizens in 

general with the latest and most accurate estimates on trends in global 
poverty and shared prosperity. 
  POVERTY AND SHARED PROSPERITY 

October 2016. 184 pages. Stock no. C210958 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0958-3). US$39.95  

P O P U L A R  T I T L E

P U B L I C  S E C T O R  D E V E L O P M E N T

 BUILDING PUBLIC SERVICES IN 
POSTCONFLICT COUNTRIES 
 A Comparative Analysis of Reform 
Trajectories in Afghanistan, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, South Sudan, and 
Timor-Leste 

 By Jurgen Rene Blum, Marcos Ferreiro-Rodriguez, and Vivek Srivastava 

 This study provides policy guidance on how to rebuild public services in 
postconflict settings. It conducts a comparative analysis of public service 
reform trajectories in five postconflict countries: Afghanistan, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, South Sudan, and Timor-Leste.  
June 2017. 419 pages. Stock no. C211082 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1082-4). US$49.95. 

 BECOMING A KNOWLEDGE-SHARING 
ORGANIZATION 
 A Handbook for Scaling Up Solutions through 
Knowledge Capturing and Sharing 
 By Steffen Soulejman Janus 
 This book offers a simple, systematic guide to 

creating a knowledge sharing practice in your organization. It shows 
how to build the enabling environment and develop the skills needed 
to capture and share knowledge gained from operational experiences 
to improve performance and scale-up successes in development 
programs. 
 October 2016. 200 pages. Stock no. C210943 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0943-9). US$35.00 

P O P U L A R  T I T L E S

P O P U L A R  T I T L E S

 SECURING DEVELOPMENT 
 Public Finance and the Security Sector 
 Edited by Bernard Harborne, William Dorotinsky, and Paul M. 
Bisca 
 This book provides a framework for analyzing public 
financial management and expenditure policy issues 
that determine how to most appropriately manage 

security and justice sector provision. The aim is to show how public 
finance strengthens the policy and operational dialogue between 
security, justice and finance officials. 
 March 2017. 512 pages. Stock no. C210766 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0766-4). US$44.95 

S O C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

 BEHAVIORAL INSIGHTS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 Cases from Central America 
 Edited by Oscar Calvo-Gonzales and Laura Zoratto 

 This book brings together a set of experiences from 
Central American countries in which behavioral 
insights are applied to different areas of public policy 

ranging from tax collection to subsidy reforms, using mixed methods 
such as RCTs, surveys, focus groups and behavioral games.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2017. 110 pages. Stock no. C211120 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1120-3). US$35.  

 IMPACT EVALUATION IN PRACTICE, 
SECOND EDITION 
 By Paul J. Gertler, Sebastian Martinez, Patrick Premand, Laura B. 
Rawlings, and Christel M. J. Vermeersch 
 The second edition of the Impact Evaluation in 
Practice handbook is a comprehensive and accessible 

introduction to impact evaluation for policymakers and development 
practitioners. 
 September 2016. 364 pages. Stock no. C210779 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0779-4). US$45.00 
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 BUILDING AN EFFICIENT AND 
SUSTAINABLE AGED CARE 
SYSTEM IN CHINA 
 By Elena Glinskaya and Zhanliang Feng 

 This volume aims to provide an understanding of 
the evolving aged care landscape in China; review 
international experiences in long-term care provision, 

financing, and quality assurance and assess their relevance to China; 
discuss implications of current developments and trends for the future 
of aged care in China; and propose policy options.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

July 2017. 344 pages. Stock no. C211075 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1075-6). US$45.  

 GETTING TO WORK 
 Unlocking Women's Potential in Sri 
Lanka's Labor Force 
 By Jennifer L. Solotaroff, George Joseph, and Anne 
Kuriakose 

 This report uses a framework adapted from a variety 
of social science literature to examine the persistence 

of low labor force participation rates in Sri Lanka.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

September 2017. 156 pages. Stock no. C211067 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1067-1). US$35.  

 OPEN AND NIMBLE 
 Finding Stable Growth in Small 
Economies 
 By Daniel Lederman and Justin Lesniak 

 Does economic size matter for economic 
development outcomes? If so are current policies 

adequately addressing the role of size in the development process? 
Using working age population as a proxy for country size, this report 
systematically analyzes what makes small economies unique.  
 DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

September 2017. 156 pages. Stock no. C211042 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-1042-8). US$35.  

 MINDS AND BEHAVIORS AT WORK 
 Boosting Socioemotional Skills for Latin 
America's Workforce 
 By Wendy Cunningham, Pablo Acosta, and Noël Muller 
 This book investigates which mental abilities and 
behaviors allow Latin Americans to be successful 
in the labor market. It provides guidance for policy 

makers on how to foster learning and human development. 
  DIRECTIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

August 2016. 152 pages. Stock no. C210884 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0884-5). US$35.00  

P O P U L A R  T I T L E

W A T E R  S U P P LY  A N D  S A N I T A T I O N

 RESIDENTIAL PIPED WATER IN 
UGANDA 
 Edited by Clarence Tsimpo and Quentin Wodon 

 This study provides a diagnostic of residential network 
water in Uganda, focusing on access and affordability 
for the poor, and using data from the latest national 
household survey.  

 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

July 2017. 100 pages. Stock no. C210708 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0708-4). US$29.95.  

 WATER AND SANITATION IN 
UGANDA 
 Edited by Clarence Tsimpo and Quentin Wodon 

 This study provides a diagnostic of access to and 
affordability of water and sanitation in Uganda, 
focusing on services for the poor, and using the most 
recent qualitative and household survey data.  

 WORLD BANK STUDIES 

July 2017. 115 pages. Stock no. C210711 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0711-4). US$29.95.  

W O R L D  B A N K

 THE WORLD BANK GROUP A TO Z 
2016 
 The  World Bank Group A to Z  provides the most 
concise and essential information about the mission, 
policies, procedures, products, and services of the 
new World Bank Group. 

  THE WORLD BANK GROUP A TO Z 

October 2015. 268 pages. Stock no. C210484 (ISBN: 978-1-4648-0484-7). US$24.95  
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“This is a timely assessment of the potential for countries in Europe and Central Asia to benefit more from 
the digital economy and digital trade. The report does a good job in pointing out both opportunities 
and challenges in a balanced manner and provides valuable advice to policy makers in the region.” 

 Torbjörn Fredriksson, Chief, ICT Analysis Section, Division on Technology and Logistics at the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

“Internet penetration and economic development are highly correlated and, as such, are important to 
all who believe in universal, affordable, open, and safe access to the Internet.

Reaping Digital Dividends is an excellent compendium of observations, reflections, and examples 
in Europe and Central Asia that brings analytical rigor in its conclusions. This book is a must-read for all 
decision makers, public and private, who believe that benefits of digital transformation should reach all 
citizens in all areas and who would not allow the emergence of a digital divide.”

 Anna Krzyżanowska, Head of Unit, Investment in High-Capacity Networks, European Commission, 
DG CONNECT

“Disruptive impact of modern technologies on firms, jobs, quality of work, and disparities in incomes has 
become a concern for economists and policy makers around the world, but the effects of information 
and communication technologies, the Internet, and automation have been largely underresearched 
for countries other than the United States. This report contributes substantially to our understanding 
of these cross-cutting issues by thoroughly analyzing the diverse region of Europe and Central Asia. It 
shows that factors behind information and communication technology adoption and utilization by firms 
and workers go beyond the level of development and are related to an interplay among regulation, 
infrastructure, and skills. This report will be a highly valuable read for analysts and practitioners interested 
in shaping policies that would maximize benefits and minimize risks related to the current digital 
revolution—a crucial challenge of our times.”

Piotr Lewandowski, President, Institute for Structural Research, Warsaw, and IZA, Bonn

“We are witnessing another round of Schumpeterian “creative destruction,” with technological change 
and a new era of digital transformation. The World Bank book Reaping Digital Dividends: Leveraging 
the Internet for Development in Europe and Central Asia clearly demonstrates the differences in 
starting conditions in developing the digital economy of different countries. The book reveals those 
basic conditions and the direction in which countries need to move in terms of developing the 
Internet and transforming their economies. The aim is to ensure inclusive growth and increase the 
competitiveness of citizens, businesses, and states, as well as to mitigate the risks of digitalization, 
because technological progress cannot be stopped.”

 Karine A. Minasyan, Minister in Charge of Internal Markets, Information Support, Information and 
Communication Technologies, Eurasian Economic Commission

“This regional report’s focus on Internet impact is very interesting and timely. By providing numerous 
snapshots of the impact, the report clearly shows the transforming power of the Internet to society 
and the economy—and the interrelationships between performance and infrastructures such as the 
digital single market—and how we are in a societal and economic disruption from the past. The game 
is irreversibly changed. Internet and other modern information and communication technologies lead 
to new economic structures and new societal behavior. Combined, these transform the drivers in the 
economy, and those who can capture this change will benefit the most.”

Bror Salmelin, Adviser for Innovation Systems, European Commission, DG CONNECT

Europe and Central Asia Studies
Europe and Central Asia Studies feature analytical reports on main challenges and opportunities faced 
by countries in the region, with the aim of informing a broad policy debate. Titles in this regional 
fl agship series undergo extensive internal and external review prior to publication.
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“Economic losses from natural disasters totaled $92 billion in 2015.” 

Such statements, all too commonplace, assess the severity of disasters by no 
other measure than the damage inflicted on buildings, infrastructure, and 
agricultural production. But $1 in losses does not mean the same thing to a rich 
person that it does to a poor person; the gravity of a $92 billion loss depends on 
who experiences it. By focusing on aggregate losses—the traditional approach to 
disaster risk—we restrict our consideration to how disasters a�ect those wealthy 
enough to have assets to lose in the first place, and largely ignore the plight of 
poor people. 

This report moves beyond asset and production losses and shifts its attention to 
how natural disasters a�ect people’s well-being. Disasters are far greater threats 
to well-being than traditional estimates suggest. This approach provides a more 
nuanced view of natural disasters than usual reporting, and a perspective that 
takes fuller account of poor people’s vulnerabilities. 

Poor people su�er only a fraction of economic losses caused by disasters, but 
they bear the brunt of their consequences. 

Understanding the disproportionate vulnerability of poor people also makes the 
case for setting new intervention priorities to lessen the impact of natural disasters 
on the world’s poor, such as expanding financial inclusion, disaster risk and health 
insurance, social protection and adaptive safety nets, contingent finance and 
reserve funds, and universal access to early warning systems. 

E�orts to reduce disaster risk and poverty go hand in hand. Because disasters 
impoverish so many, disaster risk management is inseparable from poverty 
reduction policy, and vice versa. 

As climate change magnifies natural hazards, and because protection 
infrastructure alone cannot eliminate risk, a more resilient population has never 
been more critical to breaking the cycle of disaster-induced poverty.

211003_Cover.indd   All Pages 11/4/16   2:31 PM

An Investment Framework for Nutrition: Reaching the Global Targets for Stunting, Anemia, Breastfeeding, and 
Wasting estimates the costs, impacts, and financing scenarios to achieve the World Health Assembly global 
nutrition targets for stunting, anemia in women, exclusive breastfeeding and the scaling up of the treatment 
of severe wasting among young children. To reach these four targets, the world needs US$70 billion over 
10 years to invest in high-impact nutrition-specific interventions. This investment would have enormous 
benefits: 65 million cases of stunting and 265 million cases of anemia in women would be prevented in 2025 
as compared with the 2015 baseline. In addition, at least 91 million more children would be treated for severe 
wasting and 105 million additional babies would be exclusively breastfed during the first six months of life 
over 10 years. Altogether, achieving these targets would avert at least 3.7 million child deaths. Every dollar 
invested in this package of interventions would yield between US$4 and US$35 in economic returns, making 
investing in early nutrition one of the best value-for-money development actions.

Although some of the targets—especially those for reducing stunting in children and anemia in women—
are ambitious and will require concerted efforts in financing, scale-up, and sustained commitment, recent 
experience from several countries suggests that meeting these targets is feasible. These investments in the 
critical 1000-day window of early childhood are inalienable and portable and will pay lifelong dividends—
not only for children directly affected but also for us all in the form of more robust societies—that will drive 
future economies. 
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“The long struggle for equality between men and women in Latin America 
has borne real and significant changes, especially in terms of education. 
Across the region, the gender gap in access to education has closed or 
even reversed. Paradoxically, women still face difficulties to transform 
their increased education into better economic, social, and political 
opportunities. Among other disparities, they continue to experience salary 
discrimination, low representation in top positions, and important obstacles 
to reconcile work and family, with serious impacts on their prosperity, their 
families, and society as a whole. Based on rigorous research, this book 
analyzes how specific policy instruments, such as provision of child care, 
can expand women’s opportunities and simultaneously address equality 
and efficiency challenges. As such, it constitutes a valuable tool for 
evidence-based policy design in favor of gender equality.”

— Rebeca Grynspan, Ibero-American Secretary-General, former United Nations 
Under-Secretary-General, and former Vice President of Costa Rica

“Providing good formal jobs for poor women is one very effective way to 
reduce income inequality, enhance social cohesion, and stimulate economic 
growth. Instead of arguing whether, we should be discussing how. This 
book does exactly that, providing a necessary guide to a range of policies 
intended to improve labor market outcomes for women. Indispensable 
reading for policy makers across Latin America and the Caribbean.”

— Andrés Velasco, Professor of Professional Practice in International 
Development, Columbia University; former Finance Minister, Chile
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Beyond Commodities: The Growth Challenge of Latin America and 
the Caribbean shows that Latin America and the Caribbean’s growth 
performance over the past decade cannot be reduced to the commodity 
boom: growth-promoting reforms that strengthened fi nancial development, 
increased trade openness and improved infrastructure development also 
played a signifi cant role and can continue doing so. On the basis of the 
econometric analysis of panel data from the 1970–2010 period for 126 
countries, Beyond Commodities shows that, although the commodity boom 
facilitated growth in most of the region, it did not determine it. Domestic 
progrowth policies and the maintenance of a sound macrofi scal framework 
played a central role in explaining the region’s good performance during 
the past decade.

The book also shows that new growth “stars” such as Colombia, the 
Dominican Republic, Panama, and Peru emerged during this period. I n 
addition, a benchmarking exercise reveals which policy gaps will lead to 
the highest potential growth-payoff s for each country and helps identify 
potential trade-off s. With the worsening of external conditions, the authors 
conclude that the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have no 
choice but to turn their attention to domestic drivers to continue growing, 
given that the structural reforms agenda remains unfi nished.

1818 H St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20433, U.S.A.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #411

WASHINGTON, D.C.

New Titles Inside

Stock no. 33144

World Development Report 2018
See page 1 for more information

Doing Business 2018
See page 2 for more information

Global Economic Prospects, June 2017
See page 3 for more information

facebook.com/worldbankpublications

w

w

w

.

w

o

r

l

d

b

a

n

k

.

o

r

g

/

p

u

b

l

i

c

a

t

i

o

n

s

twitter.com/WBPubs

linkedin.com/company/world-bank-publications

openknowledge.worldbank.org

elibrary.worldbank.org




